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Victoria Schmidt 

Editor’s PageEditor’s Page
By Victoria SchmidtBy Victoria Schmidt

Rain, Rain, RAIN!Rain, Rain, RAIN!

During the hot arid months 
of spring, we anxiously 
await the arrival of the 

rainy season. We get to the point where 
we beg for cooler temperatures, and 
moisture to tamp down the endless dust 
and refill our evaporating lake. Each sum-
mer we feel the temperatures rise higher 
and higher.

People make friendly bets as to the 
date of the first “actual” rain, which most 
describe as a “gully washer,” water from 
sidewalk to sidewalk. When the “rain 
birds” begin their mating song, we know 
that the rain will soon come. And when 
it finally does arrive, people have been 
known, myself included, to go outside 
and dance in the rain.

The new appreciation for the change 
in weather lasts about a week  for us 
fickle people who can never seem to be 
pleased. The first casualty of the rainy 
season is usually garages, where we have 
to dam the water from entering. Each 
year we try something new with varying 
degrees of success.  

Our next issue is our pets, they don’t 
like getting wet, or worse, they love play-
ing in the mud. And our nice clean floor is 
covered with big muddy paw prints.

Luckily, most of the rain is usually 
at night. Good for the dogs, bad for the 
satellite. It seems that the weather gods 
are not fans of mysteries, or television in 
general, but as soon as the program gets 
to the point of imparting crucial informa-
tion … the picture begins to pixelate and 
the sound cuts off, and the satellite dis-
plays the message that it is “sorry” please 
wait while signal reacquisition is in pro-
cess.  When the storm is bad, we must 
grope around to find the remote for the 
TV and the satellite to turn them off in 
case the electricity goes out. Which can 
happen frequently. Of course, reading 
books become the obvious alternative, 
and we don’t even have to have electric-
ity due to electronic books with lighted 
backgrounds or use of book lights. Even 
those with streaming experience their 
problems.

Heavy morning rains are the least 
popular. Driving, parking, and walking 
in the rain require a very special kind of 

patience especially in Ajijic. This is where 
our newest residents realize the real rea-
son the curbs to the sidewalks are so 
high. As the heavy rain builds volume as 
it follows its path down the mountain, it 
floods the Carretera and continues down 
the street all the way down to the river, 
often flooding homes along the way.

Mexico’s rock roads are a hazard in 
the rain, as the rain disguises all those 
big pits in the road, as water covers the 
road. Even the kindest of drivers spray 
pedestrians on the sidewalk. And the 
rain seems to make our potholes worse.

People using the bus don’t fare well 
either. A woman told me when she got 
off the bus, the water came nearly up to 
her knees! She couldn’t cross the road 
because the water had been flowing so 
hard it had developed its own current.

Parking is at a premium as more 
people are driving because it is raining. 
They want to park as close to their des-
tination as possible but end up walking 
farther, and even umbrellas can’t protect 
us, as they are often too wide for the nar-
row sidewalks. So, we park, slog through 
puddles to our destination, arriving wet, 
with spongy shoes, wondering why we 
even left the house in the first place.

Yet the rainy season does us many 
favors. Besides returning the beautiful 
greenery to its full luster, it tells us that 
our roof leaks, the doors and windows 
don’t shut tight and reminds us that fire-
works aren’t the only loud noises our pets 
don’t enjoy – all the while bringing the 
temperature back to tolerable ranges.

Remind me: Why were we so anxious 
for rainy season? Because we are cooler, 
you found a new use 
for those hip waders, 
and the rains, when 
they come, don’t usu-
ally last too long. So, 
learn to dance in the 
rain, for it is our most 
precious gift from the 
gods!

Editor’s Note: Correction be added stat-
ing Rachel McMillen’s Obituary in the 
April issue was written by Roberta Rich. 
We apologize for any inconvenience.
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A Smashing Success
By Helen Gallagher

Movies and Icons, a dance 
show celebrating our fa-
vorite movies and movie 

stars, was held at the Centro Para La 
Cultura y Las Artes de Ribera, also 
known as the Auditorium, for three 
performances on March 14, 15, and 16, 
2025.

Only now are the dancers and sing-
ers of the show recovering, weeks af-
ter the three performances. On the 
other hand, the audiences left with a 
spring in their steps and lighter, hap-
pier hearts. Applause for each show 
was thunderous, with every audience 
member talking about seeing another 
show of this nature next year. It was 
such fun and so joyful. 

The departing audiences were hap-
py in the knowledge that their support 
of the show had contributed to various 
worthy local charities, including the 
International Festival Del Lago’s Sum-
mer Academy of Music for promising 
young classical, Mexican musicians. 
The Turning Point Project supported 
children’s dance classes and provided 
the required dance uniforms and shoes 
for those who might otherwise be un-
able to afford dance lessons. 

Some of the dancers and chore-
ographers themselves chose the mu-
sic. Auditions for dancers were held 
months in advance of the show, with 
rehearsals starting in March of 2024 
– a full year before the opening! Not 

only did some of the choreographers 
develop creative and inventive work 
but they danced in many pieces too. 
The choreographers were Alexis Hoff, 
Heather Hunter, Mary Neill, Maritza 
Freyslinger, Val Jones, Judy Edelin, Jen 
Piehl. Cortland Jones, Tanya Beede, Roy 
Haynes, Guillermo Hernandez, and Be-
gona Paulin.

The arrangement of the show 
was a testament to good, clear plan-
ning and included three wonderful 
singers. Laura Medina sang “For Your 
Eyes Only” with colorful winged back-
ground dancers and a touching duet 
with Brian Mathers, who also sang “Old 
Black Magic” with a wonderful water-
fall of diamonds cascading onto the 
back cloth behind him and two elegant 
dancers, enhancing the imagery of the 
song. The two ladies, Alexis Hoff and 
Mary Neill, had beautiful port de bras 
– a joy to behold ballet at its best – on 
display.

The third singer was the always 
entertaining and capable Master of 
Ceremonies John Ward, not only did 
he introduce each number with clar-
ity and some quick pithy jokes, but he 
also then picked up his guitar and gave 
a wonderful rendition of “Beginnings” 
by Chicago. He was supported during 
the song by Brian Mathers and Kris-
tine Handgen along with five beautiful 
dancers including *Barbara Bourdin, 
*Elizabeth Edwards, *Kathy McSwee-
ney, Karen Watts, and *Pamela John-
son, with sophisticated but simple cho-
reography by Val Jones. Those named 
with an * also danced in “For Your Eyes 
Only” with Iveagh Munro and Joanne 
Stuart.

It was a pleasure to see three gen-
tlemen, Lucio Mendes Jr., Greg Weiler, 
and Roy Haynes, in “It’s a Man’s World,” 
choreographed by Maritza Freyslinger. 
They were such “manly men” that they 
made their exit with a lady on each arm 
– fun!

The young dancers of the Hernan-
dez Corps de Ballet enhanced the ex-
traordinary energy and vitality of the 
show under the direction of Laura Elena 
and Hector Hernandez. They positively 
sparkled in three high-energy numbers 
“Another Day in the Sun,” “One” from A 
Chorus Line, and “Voulez Vous,” choreo-
graphed by Begoña Paulin. Their tech-
nical ability was astounding and the 
joy of dancing apparent in each one of 
the performers. “Libertango,” choreo-
graphed by Tanya Beede, was another 
number with clever choreography and 
spiced with a little competition be-
tween two of the characters, played by 
Alexis Hoff and Gabriela Castaneda.

Val Jones choreographed a tricky 
and impressive tap dance, “Vogue,” for 
some of the more advanced tappers 
from our area. 

With so many diverse choreogra-

phers and dancers, the show ran the 
risk of being difficult to follow and feel-
ing too long from an audience stand-
point. The title of the show, Movies and 
Icons, became a strong thread but the 
brilliant background videos and pic-
tures on the massive stage screen be-
came the glue that held each number 
together with the next, flowing swiftly 
throughout.

High praise must go to dancer, cho-
reographer and creative coordinator, 
Roy Haynes, for using such a wonder-
ful device. The ingenious use of video 
and pictures guaranteed the flow of 
this wonderful show. Roy, a man with 
huge vision and creativity, was also one 
of the most charismatic performers in 
the show. His economy of movement 
and comedic timing were amazing and 
funny too. He was assisted by the as-
sembly of some gorgeous, colorful cos-
tumes built by Rebecca Gigante.

The cast of dancers and singers in-
cluded those mentioned above and 
Allyson De Jong, Bryn Dixon, Peggy Gil-
christ, Concha Gurski, Olga Kaplounen-
ko, Debbie Litchenberg, Elizabeth 
Polanco, Kristina Robinson. They were 
all supported by a calm, experienced, 
and confident stage manager in Bob 
Mazanec. His crew were efficient and 
knowledgeable (Chris Philipson and 
Jim McSweeney) as were the backstage 
workers, silent and covered in black 
from head to toe. 

Robert Fineman was the unflap-
pable tapper who played the major 
role of co-producer, together with the 
guidance of professional actor/direc-
tor Rosann Wilshire as his co–producer. 
Their commitment and tenacity made 
the show come together.

As the audience made their way 
from the Auditorium, I heard so many 
use the words “so talented.” This is 
true. There were varied degrees of tal-
ent among the performers and crew 
but the one element that made the 
show such a huge success was the joy 
of dancing and work, work, and more 
work. Congratulations to all.

We are thrilled to announce that 
our recent production of “Movies and 
Icons: A Dance Song Extravaganza” 
has successfully raised $250,000 pesos 
for the International Festival del Lago 
Academy of Music Summer Intensive 
Program.” Roy Lee Haneys Rundell told 
the public. Five scholarships will be 
awarded also sponsored, in part by 
TTPP. The Turning Point Project. Who 
also raises money 
for young people 
who would like to 
take dance lessons 
but cannot afford 
them. They are pro-
vided with tuition, 
and uniforms in-
cluding shoes. Helen Gallagher
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle…and RereadReduce, Reuse, Recycle…and Reread

Is it a recycling depot with a 
bookstore out back, or a book-
store where you can recycle up 

front? It depends on whom you ask. 
On a sunny Saturday morning in April, 
I took a container of plastic, cardboard, 
glass and plastic bottles to the recycling 
depot west of Ajijic where I met two 
committed volunteers, Brad Wisniews-
ki, President of the board of Ecología de 
Ribera Chapala and Colleen Kissinger, 
who runs the bookstore. They are both 
passionate about their part of the place.

Brad provided the history of the re-
cycling depot. In the fall of 2018 Tom 
Thompson, owner of Barbara’s Bazaar, 
put out a call to “come help” him with his 
recycling initiative. That weekend eigh-
teen people came out to tackle a pile of 
rubble, remove trash, and organize the 

place. Tom is still involved to this day, 
providing a truck and an employee to 
collect and remove cardboard. 

What used to be called a citizen’s 
group is now a registered nonprofit 
organization Ecología de Chapala, A.C., 
with board of directors (five members) 
that deals with the many challenges 
the depot faces. The main one is their 
building belongs to the municipality 
of Chapala, but they don’t have a lease. 
This casual arrangement has led to diffi-
culties with CFE who recently turned off 
the power. This in turn means that the 
compacter, a crucial component of re-
cycling, can’t be operated. Brad showed 
me the large containers of plastic that 
would be much easier to transport once 
compacted! 

Given the challenges, it’s amazing 

how much gets done. Out front one 
paid employee and several volunteers 
sort and sift. Out back is a mountain of 
bottles, which are picked up by truck 
and sold. 

The bookstore has a history all its 
own. Colleen, the longest serving vol-
unteer at the bookstore, said back at 
the beginning a vehicle pulled up and 
dropped off thirteen boxes of books. 
She and Paola de Waterlott were on 
duty.

“We can’t shred these,” Colleen said. 
“We’ll have to recycle them. Let’s open a 
book store.” 

Her can-do spirit is still apparent. 
She described the early days when they 
turned empty buckets and boards into 
bookshelves, and spent hours cleaning 
up. 

Colleen and chief librarian, Terry 
Mysliwy, have created a welcoming at-
mosphere. 

During my interview we were con-
stantly interrupted. First Monika, a 
dance teacher from Guadalajara, ar-
rived with a box of books in Spanish to 
donate. Then an eight- year- old little 
boy in a green volunteer shirt arrived, 
eager to help out in any way he can. 
He’s the youngest volunteer, the son of 
their contractor.

The bookstore has a mascot, Dulce, 
the black dog from down the road. He 

knows the bookstore is run by friendly 
people who have dog treats.

The bookstore boasts 30 genres in 
25 bookcases (many donated by Tom 
Thompson), books in English, Spanish, 
German, French and Japanese. There 
are classics and coffee table books, and 
nothing costs more than 50 pesos. It’s 
impressive. On the bulletin board are 
photos of the bird’s nest they found in 
the rafters – first with eggs, then with 
hatchlings. Like the recycling operation, 
the bookstore couldn’t function with-
out a group of highly dedicated vol-
unteers. It is amazing to realize that all 
these books on display were donated 
by generous residents of lakeside and 
sorted and shelved by book lovers pre-
pared to give their time and energy to 
the place.

The biggest challenge is getting the 
word out that the bookstore exists.

It’s not hard to find. Drive through 
Ajijic, past what was once Le Pueblita, 
(now another business) and when you 
see the replica of a lighthouse on your 
right, you take the next turn off the 
highway. You can drop off your recy-
clables at the front of the depot, park 
your car, and head down the path to the 
back of the building where you’ll find 
the bookstore. The hours are Monday 
through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. till 2:00 p.m. 
You can donate books, buy books and 
even pull up a chair and read books. If 
you go on a Saturday you might be of-
fered a home baked goodie. I noticed a 
coffee pot, too, unfortunately not oper-
ating at the moment due to the current 
issue with CFE.

The recycling center needs people 
to sift and sort items. Hours are flexible. 
The bookstore needs people to sort, 
shelve and sell books 
in two shifts – 9:00 to 
11:30 or 11:30 to 2:00. 
Why not volunteer 
at one or the other? 
And remember, you 
can also reduce, re-
use, recycle…and 
reread.

By Harriet HartBy Harriet Hart

Harriet Hart
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Cleopatra Blushes—Identifying ShakespeareCleopatra Blushes—Identifying Shakespeare
By Carolyn KingsonBy Carolyn Kingson

Even as the Stratford man 
became popularly identi-
fied as Shakespeare some 

150 years after his death, many 
readers knew he was a very unlikely 
candidate, but if not him, whom? It 
was popular, and reasonable, to con-
sider people known for their brilliance, 
like Bacon, or people known for their 
playwriting, like Marlow. One had to 
consider people known because to 
consider someone unknown—well, 
I’m sure you grasp the problem.

J. Thomas Looney tried something 
different. He approached the prob-
lem like a profiler looking for a serial 
killer. Glean what one can of the sub-
ject from what they do (or in this case, 
write), look for someone who fits the 
profile, and eliminate those that don’t. 
Here’s some of the profile Looney cre-
ated: He (of course “he”) was of recog-
nized genius, mysterious, eccentric. A 
known lyric poet with enthusiasm for 
drama. Classical education. Complete-
ly familiar with law. An aristocrat with 
an attachment to feudalism. Interest 
in music, dancing, falconry, horses. 
Italian enthusiasm. Lack of interest in 
money. Possible Catholicism.

Looney closely read Shake-speare’s 
first published work: Venus and Adon-
is, and noted, most basically, that it 
is written in stanzas which rhyme in 
an ABABCC pattern, each line hav-
ing ten syllables. Figuring there was 
no way anything so brilliant could 
be anybody’s first effort, he searched 
anthologies of 16th century poetry, 
where he found only two poems in 
this style. One was anonymous and 
one was by Edward de Vere, the 17th 
Earl of Oxford. This was not a name 
Looney was familiar with, and he set 
about to find out what he could. In 
The Dictionary of National Biography, 
an article by Sir Sidney Lee described 
him like this: “Oxford, despite his vio-
lent and perverse temper, his eccen-
tric taste in dress, and his reckless 
waste of substance, evidenced a gen-
uine taste in music and wrote verses 
of much lyric beauty.” Elsewhere, he 
was “the best of the courtier poets in 

the early reign of Queen Elizabeth.” 
From Sir Edward Chambers comment-
ing on distinguished poets: “the most 
hopeful of them was Edward de Vere, 
Earl of Oxford, a real courtier, but an 
ill-conditioned youth, who also be-
came mute in later life.” Also “… Noble 
men … who have written excellently 
well as it would appeare if their doings 
could be found out and made pub-
licke with the rest, of which number is 
first that noble gentleman Edward Earl 
of Oxford.”

Nothing Looney ever found was an 
impediment to Oxford being the writ-
er and so much evidence was in favor 
that he finally felt the identity was in-
controvertible. In 1920 he published 
“Shakespeare” Identified in Edward de 
Vere, the Seventeenth Earl of Oxford.

Oxford was born in 1550 at Heding-
ham castle where his father, the 16th 
Earl, kept a proper court with his own 
company of players. Catholic Mary 
was on the throne; Elizabeth would 
not be queen for another eight years. 
The family had come from France with 
William the Conqueror in 1066 and 
was onto the 3rd Earl when the Magna 
Carta was signed. Steeped in chivalry, 
hereditary Lord Great Chamberlains of 
England, there was no family of more 
noble lineage—including the Tudors.

When the boy Edward was twelve, 
a disaster befell him: his father sud-
denly died. He could not inherit until 
he was 21 and so became a ward of 
the crown. Wardship appears to have 
provided something of a free-for-all as 
the properties he would have inher-
ited were parceled out by the queen 
to be “managed” until his majority. Her 
boyfriend, Robert Dudley, got a gen-
erous share. Edward went to live at 
court in the home of the queen’s chief 
minister, William Cecil, Master of the 
Court of Wards. The boy would spend 
years as the court’s delight, producing 
plays, masques, and writing poetry, 
and being perhaps rather more than 
that to Elizabeth after he became an 
adult. 

As to Oxford’s education, there 
was none better, and apparently no 

Continued on page 14
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one with more genius to appreciate it. 
He had the finest tutors, who claimed 
that he soon surpassed them, de-
grees from Oxford and Cambridge in 
his teens, and from the Inns of Court 
where one studied law. He was flu-
ent in Latin, Greek, French, Italian and 
more. He translated Ovid, whose tales 
appear in Shakespeare, into English 
with his tutor. He excelled at all the 
things nobles did: serving in the army, 
and at sea during the time of the Ar-
mada, jousting, fencing, falconry, ten-
nis, hunting, riding, dancing. As to his 
charisma, Aubrey’s Brief Lives contains 
an anecdote of a man at a dinner who 
laughed so hard at Oxford’s stories he 
had to leave. 

Cecil had a daughter, Anne, to mar-
ry off and Oxford’s noble name was 
in his sights. But even after Elizabeth 
elevated her position by making her 
father 1st Baron Burghley, it took two 
scheduled weddings and financial 
blackmail for Oxford to turn up and 
go through with it. The marriage was 
a disaster, involving five years without 
cohabitation, a pregnancy of disputed 
origin, and terrible relations with Ox-
ford’s powerful father-in-law who nev-
er stopped disparaging his character. 
He endured, not always gracefully, the 

conflict of occupying a position atop 
the hierarchy of nobility, while his 
choices and finances were controlled 
by the queen and her powerful favor-
ites. 

After many requests, Elizabeth 
granted Oxford permission to leave 
England and he began his 16 months 
of travel which left him so ravished 
with Italy that, when he returned in 
1576, he dressed in the flamboyant 
Italian manner and introduced com-
media dell’ arte-style theater and play-
houses, the delight of the common 
people in Italy and ever after in Eng-
land. While still not living with his wife, 
he had a son, named Edward De Vere, 
with one of the queen’s ladies, Anne 
Vavasour. She and Oxford both spent 
a few months in the Tower in 1581 as 
a consequence. He and his retainers 
engaged in street battles with one of 
Vavasour’s kinsmen and his retainers, 
disturbing the civil peace as Capulets 
and Montagues did in Romeo and Ju-
liet.

In 1586, with unique largesse, Eliz-
abeth granted Oxford £1000 per year 
(the equivalent of $250,000 US today). 
In spite of everything, did she appre-
ciate that the historical plays could 
cohere the populace in the face of for-
eign threats and that the whole body 
of the work would glorify her reign? 

The money continued for 17 years 
until her death and continued under 
King James. 

Around 1590, Oxford withdrew 
from court and public life, and de-
voted time to patronage of the arts. 
Twenty-eight works were dedicated 
to him by writers he was encouraging, 
including financially. He established a 
company of players and wrote plays—
plays of which supposedly none have 
survived. He can be found quietly 
connected to players’ companies and 
theaters for the rest of his life, but as 
a nobleman who stooped to entertain 
his inferiors? That could be plausibly 
denied.

Anne Cecil had died in 1588. Af-
ter a reconciliation, the marriage had 
left three surviving daughters, whose 
guardianship Burghley would never 
give up to their father. With a second 
marriage he finally got his heir. He 
died in 1604 and was buried in a cha-
pel in Hackney, later destroyed, but 
a cousin claimed that his body had 
been moved to Westminster Abbey. In 
1623 the first folio appeared with 26 
plays never before printed to go with 
the 12 that had been before 1604. It’s 
not clear how these plays were assem-
bled, but perhaps it is relevant that 
the dedicatees were the Earls of Pem-
broke and Montgomery, and that the 

latter’s wife was Susan Herbert, née 
De Vere—Oxford’s daughter.

Though their research is ignored 
by the academy, there is no lack of 
scholars who investigate Shakespear-
ian authorship and the favorite can-
didate, Oxford. My outline of his story 
brushes by the details that convince 
many that the plays are full of paral-
lels to his life. There are of course the 
seven set in Italy. Hamlet is seen as 
the most autobiographical: death of 
the father, prompt remarriage of the 
mother, Polonius with precepts close-
ly matching those Burghley privately 
printed, capture by pirates … But I 
hardly want to name these few points 
should it suggest that I couldn’t go on 
far, far beyond them. 

However, I can’t resist this tidbit: In 
1578, Oxford went with Elizabeth on 
progress. The court descended upon 
Audley End in Essex for some days of 
revelry. There was (and still is) in the 
library a treasure of a book written in 
Greek in the early 3rd century: History 
of Rome by Cassius Dio. Forensically 
verified marginalia in Oxford’s hand* 
(writing in Latin) notes a passage in 
which, after Caesar has defeated Egypt 
at Actium, he meets Cleopatra in her 
palace. She gives him an inventory of 
her possessions and says it is entirely 
accurate, but her treasurer, Seleucus, 
admits that she has kept back enough 
to buy everything on the list. Cleopa-
tra blushes. “She blushes” has been 
underlined in the book. And then this 
from Shakespeare’s play, Anthony and 
Cleopatra: After Cleopatra’s defeat, she 
gives Caesar what she says is an accu-
rate inventory of her possessions, but 
her treasurer, Seleucus, enjoined to 
speak “on his peril,” admits that she has 
held back enough to 
“purchase what you 
have made known.” 
Caesar’s next line: 
“Nay, blush not, 
Cleopatra.”

*Journal of Foren-
sic Document Exami-
nation Vol 31, 2023

From page 12

Carolyn Kingson
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Katina Pontikes

Tardy

Why are some people al-
ways late? These peo-
ple arrive at meetings, 

lunches, dinners, and shopping 
dates harried, and breathless. They 
have many good excuses: terrible traf-
fic, received a last-minute phone call 
(why answer it?), overslept, something 
came up at the office. The excuses are 
usually similar justifications, on repeat.

I must have a military trait, even 
though I never served in the military. I 
like an appointment time to mean ex-
actly the time given. The idea that re-
cruits in boot camp wake up to reveille 
at precisely the same time each day is 

an appealing discipline in my book.
I have some friends and family 

who come from different viewpoints 
on time management. They think of 
time as more fluid, thinking nothing 
of being 20 minutes late for dinner or 
an agreed-upon arrival time. For those 
close enough that I may chastise them, 
they look at me as though I have a 
problem. What is the matter with me, 
they wonder, that I’m so serious about 
social engagement schedules?

Long ago, when I was single, I 
would be furious if a date came late 
to pick me up. I tolerated far too many 
occasions of men arriving long past 

our appointed time to go out. When I 
reflect on these times, I wish I’d drawn 
more boundaries or severed relation-
ships sooner.

In business, tardiness was not ac-
ceptable. Managers expected em-
ployees to show up on time or pay 
was “docked” and notes were taken. 
Enough tardies could put an employ-
ee’s job in jeopardy. Things were ex-
pected to run like clockwork.

Once I was having lunch with an 
executive several steps up the corpo-
rate ladder from me. We watched a 
table where a woman was obviously 
expecting someone, glancing often 
at her watch. Her vigilance lasted for 
about twenty minutes. My Big Boss 
said, “She should have left at fifteen 
minutes.” I don’t know where he got 
that figure, but it certainly would have 
been a power shift to whomever she 
was meeting with. I took note.

I recently learned in a psychology 
presentation that tardiness was a form 
of relationship abuse. Now this made 
sense of my angry responses in the 
past. I felt mistreated.

I did a google search of the psy-
chological importance of punctuality. 
The AI overview made sense. Timeli-
ness “demonstrates respect, reliability, 
and professionalism, influencing how 
others perceive and trust individu-

als. It also fosters self-discipline, time 
management skills, and can contrib-
ute to a sense of control.”

These words were music to my 
ears. My feelings were validated. Being 
on time is a big deal.

I now have set new rules for en-
gagement with my tardy associates. 
I text confirmations on time so there 
is no ambiguity. I send a day-before 
reminder. At the appointed time of 
the engagement, I assume the chroni-
cally late will be late. I start events on 
time, without them. I wish I could act 
like my doctor and bill them for the 
inconvenience to the timely. My so-
lution means that they miss out on 
something, which is a motivating fac-
tor. “Too bad you missed the crab legs. 
They were delicious!”

I doubt my new plan will cure all 
chronically late individuals, but I am 
certain I will feel less anxiety and that 
alone is worth my latest practice. I will 
feel more respected 
by those who adapt 
to the new rules of 
punctuality.

Now I need to 
review my essay for 
spelling and gram-
mar. My paper is due 
today.
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By David EllisonBy David Ellison
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Streets of MexicoStreets of Mexico

David Ellison

Victoriano Huerta

Mexicans still view Victo-
riano Huerta as one of 
their worst villains. 

Huerta believed only a “strong man” 
could save Mexico from itself. His hero 
was Napoleon, and he saw Porfirio 
Díaz as almost a modern reincarnation 
of him. He rose quickly in the ranks of 
Diaz’ army becoming a ruthless gen-
eral who took no prisoners. When 
“pacifying” Native Mayan and Yanqui 
uprisings, he was guilty of all but geno-
cide—which was ironic given his own 
Native roots. He took great care of his 
soldiers, though, ensuring they always 
received their pay, even if he had to 
rob a bank or a church to do it. 

Was it guilt that led to his chronic 
insomnia and raging alcoholism?

Inexplicably, Huerta initially sup-
ported President Francisco Madero, 
who had started the revolution that 
overthrew Díaz. Huerta crushed revolts 
against Madero led by frustrated revo-
lutionaries Emiliano Zapata and Pascu-
al Orozco, becoming “The Savior of the 
Revolution.” Thus, he earned Madero’s 
naive trust, and the huge, prestigious 
responsibility of protecting both the 
government and the president.

But, Huerta had become convinced 
that Madero was simply too weak to 
lead Mexico. During another uprising 
known as The Ten Tragic Days, while 
pretending to defend Madero, he en-
tered a secret alliance with Díaz’ neph-
ew and US President Taft’s ambassador 
to Mexico. In a quick, bloody coup, 
he assassinated both Madero and the 
vice president, then took control of the 
country. (Yes, he murdered Mexico’s 
“Apostle of Democracy.”)

If he’d hoped to follow in Porfirio 
Díaz’ footsteps, Huerta failed miser-
ably. He lacked all of Díaz’ savvy, diplo-
macy, ability to co-opt and to compro-
mise. Instead, he ruled with “La Mano 
Dura,” an iron hand. He appointed his 
officers (most of them corrupt and/
or incompetent) to his cabinet, which 
seemed appropriate since he saw the 
federal army as his only tool for any 
problem. He disbanded congress, 
imprisoning 110 of the deputies, dis-
appearing others, or shooting them 
“trying to escape.” As British historian 
Alan Knight summarized, he “came 
very close to converting Mexico into 
the most completely militaristic state 

in the world.” 
Huerta’s only accomplishment was 

unifying nearly all the disparate revo-
lutionary leaders against him (Orozco 
being the lone, surprising exception). 
They called him “The Usurper,” and 
attacked him on all fronts, plunging 
Mexico back into catastrophic civil war. 

Huerta quickly ran out of money, 
and so just printed more, causing 
rampant inflation. He ran out of sol-
diers, too, resorting to massive, forced 
conscription of Natives, criminals, va-
grants and eventually even random 
men kidnapped off the street. (They 
didn’t fight very well…while the revo-
lutionaries fought with patriotic rage.) 
When the new United States President 
Wilson refused to acknowledge his 
regime, Huerta unwisely retaliated by 
favoring British oil interests in Mexico. 
Thus, he prompted Wilson to sup-
ply the revolutionaries with arms and 
eventually even to send Marines to 
take over Mexico’s primary port, Vera-
cruz. Huerta ruled just 15 months. 

In exile, Huerta ended up in the 
United States conspiring with German 
spies who’d offered to finance his at-
tempt to take over Mexico anew—as 
long as he agreed to attack the United 
States afterward and thus keep the US 
too preoccupied to enter WWI. He was 
arrested and soon died in US custody, 
perhaps from cirrhosis of the liver, per-
haps from poison. 

If the latter was the case, this would 
be the one example of US intervention 
for which the Mexicans might have 
been grateful.

This is a selection 
from Ellison’s recent-
ly published book, 
Mexican Streets: Tales 
of Tragedy and Tri-
umph, available at 
Handy Mail, Diane 
Pearl’s, and Amazon.



El Ojo del Lago / June 2025 Saw you in the Ojo 1918



El Ojo del Lago / June 2025 Saw you in the Ojo 2120

YOU YOU and Your and Your 
Doctor Are Doctor Are 

Your Medical  TeamYour Medical  Team

By Jackie Kellum

COLUMNISTCOLUMNIST

Norovirus

Exposure to Norovirus 
gastroenteritis, is not 
limited to cruise ships, 

you can get it right here at home. 
Norovirus is a group of viruses 
causing severe vomiting and diar-
rhea that can cause gastroenteritis. 
It is an inflammation of the stom-
ach and intestines and the leading 
cause of food borne illnesses, and 
it’s very contagious. It can start 
suddenly. Norovirus “outbreaks” 
occur most often between Novem-
ber and April in countries above 
the equator and between April and 
September in countries below the 
equator, with no specific “season” 
for outbreaks in areas on the equa-
tor.

It’s commonly spread through 
contaminated food during food 
preparation on infected surfaces, 
or contaminated water. You can get 
infected by touching your hand to 
your mouth after your hand has 
been in contact with a contami-
nated surface or object or being 
in close contact with a person who 
has Norovirus infection. A Norovi-
rus infection has diarrhea, stom-
ach pain and vomiting that usually 
starts 12 to 48 hours after exposure 
and the infection symptoms usu-
ally last 1 to 3 days. Most people 
recover completely without treat-
ment. However, for some people 
—especially older adults and peo-
ple with other medical conditions, 
the vomiting and diarrhea can be 
severely dehydrating and require 
medical attention. Norovirus infec-
tion can occur more frequently in 
closed-in, crowded environments, 
such as: hospitals, ‘classrooms’ of 
sorts, “gathering places”, cruise 
ships, and even restaurants. You’re 
most contagious during the acute 
phase of the infection when you 
have symptoms and for a few days 
after. But you can still be conta-
gious for up to two weeks after re-
covering.

Norovirus causes gastroenteri-
tis, which some people may call the 

“Stomach Flu” However, the influ-
enza (flu) virus causes respiratory 
Flu, NOT gastroenteritis. The two 
different viruses cause two differ-
ent conditions, affecting two differ-
ent body systems. Many different 
viruses can infect your gastrointes-
tinal system, causing gastroenteri-
tis. The most common ones are: (a) 
Norovirus -estimated to account 
for 50% of cases GI problems world-
wide, (b) Rotavirus and the As-
trovirus—mostly affect children; 
(c) Adenovirus - most often cause 
respiratory infections, but they can 
cause some gastrointestinal infec-
tions if you accidentally ingest the 
virus. And, yes, you can get Noro-
virus more than once. There are 
several types of Noroviruses. Your 
body may build a small immunity 
(protection from the virus) to the 
initial type of Norovirus, but not 
all types. This means you can get 
sick with Norovirus multiple times 
throughout your life.

There are certain people who 
are more vulnerable to getting this 
infection or a more severe infec-
tion: a person with a weaker-than-
average immune system, a chronic 
disease affecting their immunity, 
taking immuno-suppressant medi-
cations and seniors.

Risk factors for becoming infect-
ed are: eating in a place where food 
has been handled by someone 
with Norovirus infection [especial-
ly poor hand washing procedures], 
the food has been in contact with 
contaminated water or surfaces, 
living in close quarters, i.e. in ho-
tels, resorts, cruise ships or other 
destinations with many people in 
close quarters, having contact with 
someone who has Norovirus infec-
tion.

How can you help prevent get-
ting infected or spreading it to 
others, including: (a) Hand wash-
ing - good hand washing is the 

Continued on page 22
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Jackie Kellum

most important defense against all 
viruses since hand sanitizers aren’t 
always effective. It’s especially im-
portant to wash after going to the 
bathroom, and before encounter-
ing food - wash hands before AND 
after food preparation/touching 
food. Hand washing is under- es-
timated as to how effective this 
is in combating infections! (b) 
Cleaning-wash and disinfect any 
surfaces or materials that you or 
the infected person has touched, 
(c) Safe food handling- Food may 
be contaminated with stomach vi-
ruses, bacteria or other organisms. 
People already infected with gas-
troenteritis should avoid handling/
preparing food for others until that 
person is fully recovered - with no 
symptoms at all, at minimum of 
3 days. Carefully rinse fruits and 
vegetables, and thoroughly cook 
shellfish before serving, (d) Avoid 
potluck meals or homemade items 
to reduce exposure to potentially 
contaminated food during Noro-
virus outbreaks, (e) Stay home if 
you’re sick.

For most people dealing with 
gastroenteritis, is uncomplicated 
and self-limited, and resolves. BUT, 

those with “susceptible ” situations, 
may experience increased symp-
toms/complications including: (a) 
dehydration - when you lose too 
many fluids and electrolytes from 
diarrhea/vomiting, and you can’t 
replace/“ hold down” fluids - have: 
thirst, decreased / lack of or dark-
colored urine, lack of/hard bowel 
movements, weakness/malaise, 
some mental “confusion/ability to 
focus/ headache, sunken eyes - cry-
ing without tears, dry mouth/lips/
tongue. Other things to take seri-
ously, (A) your symptoms haven’t 
improved after 3-4 four days, (B) 
you’ve had an on-going fever for 
a few days, (C) have blood in your 
bowel movement and or severe 
abdominal pain.

If you are experiencing any of 
these symptoms, do not put off 
seeing your doctor to deal with 
your dehydration, uncontrolled 
vomiting/nausea/diarrhea and/or 
other symptoms 
un-treated dehy-
dration can create 
serious complica-
tions with your 
cardiac status and 
general well-being 
and safety.

From page 20
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If Our Pets Could TalkIf Our Pets Could Talk
By Jackie KellumBy Jackie Kellum
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June is here and so is sum-
mer heat. Time to think 
about the higher tempera-

ture and how it affects our pets. 
A cat /dog’s normal body tempera-
ture is between 100.5 and 102.5 
F. This puts them more at risk for 
heatstroke, which occurs when their 
body temperature reaches 106 F./ 
41.4 C. It only takes an increase of 
4 degrees in “normal” temperatures 
for your dog (cat) to die from heat-
stroke. Humidity makes it harder for 
dogs to cool themselves and can 
develop heat stroke even in moder-
ately warm but highly humid days.

Cats will generally find a cool 
spot in the home to chill out. Ensure 
you have plenty of water sources left 
out for your cat. You can also provide 
extra cooling spots for them like: 
wetting small towels for them to use 
if they choose and even leaving a 

fan on for your cat.
I am going to focus more on a 

dog’s reaction being outside in sum-
mer heat as most people do not take 
their cats on walks, if you do, then all 
this applies to cat walkers/owners 
also.

Beside a difference in “normal” 
internal temperatures than humans, 
dogs cannot sweat through their 

skin. They rely on panting and re-
leasing heat through their paw pads 
and nose to regulate their body tem-
perature. Dogs have a small number 
of sweat glands on their paw pads, 
but they do not contribute signifi-
cantly to heat loss. Because dogs pri-
marily pant rather than sweat, they 
are much more sensitive to heat 
than humans. 

Heat stroke occurs when a dog 
has an abnormally high temperature 
of 103 degrees Fahrenheit or great-
er. Understanding the difference 
between heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke is crucial for timely interven-
tion that could save your dog’s life. 
(A) Heat Exhaustion / Stress oc-
curs when the body temperature is 
between 103°F and 105°F., (B) Heat 
Stroke: The body temperature ex-
ceeds 106°F. At this point, the risk of 
permanent brain damage, multiple 
organ failure, or death becomes very 
high. Unfortunately, the death 
rate of dogs from heat stroke is es-
timated to be around 50%.

Certain breeds are more sus-
ceptible to heat stroke due to their 
physical characteristics or coat type, 
they include: (A) Brachycephalic 
Breeds: short flat nosed, wide faces 
– French Bulldogs, Pugs, Boxers - dif-
ficulty panting effectively, (B) Thick-
coated Breeds: Siberian Huskies, 

Shepherds, etc.. can overheat 
quickly in hot weather, (C) Over-
weight Dogs: Extra fat act like insu-
lation impeding the body’s ability to 
cool itself. According to one study, 
the mortality rate due to heat stroke 
in dogs nearly tripled for obese pets, 
(D) High-energy Dogs: Puppies and 
very active breeds can tire quickly 
with greater risk of overheating, 
(E) Older Dogs and Puppies: They 
often have less efficient tempera-
ture regulation and may have other 
health conditions that increase their 
vulnerability, (F) Pets with non-pig-
mented skin -smooth/thin hair and 
white-colored ears or noses, can be 
more susceptible to heat, sunburn 
and skin cancer.

Things you can do to avoid heat 
injury: (A) Avoid walking your dog 
during the hottest time of the day: 
10AM – 4PM. Besides the direct heat 
to their body, you can cause burns 
on the feet/pads. Asphalt/concrete 
absorbs and retains heat on a 77°F 
day, asphalt can heat up to 125°F, 
causing foot burns in rapid time. 
Even dry grass and dirt can be too 
hot to walk on. Even on a pleas-
ant, breezy day, the ground tem-
perature can rise to 52°C / 125F 
between 10A - 4PM. Reduce the in-
tensity and the length of your dog’s 
walk,. (B) Do NOT EVER leave your 
dogs alone/unattended in the car, 
even if parked in the shade and win-
dows open. Your car can become an 
OVEN in minutes, your dog can suf-
fer: dehydration, Heat Stroke, Heat 
Exhaustion, Suffocate, and Die! Car 
interiors heat up rapidly, reaching 
dangerous temperatures even on 
seemingly “mild” days. At 70 degrees 
outside, your car can hit 89 degrees 
in just 10 minutes, and 104F in 30 
minutes! The hotter it gets outside, 
the faster the car heats up inside. 
Running into the store “just for a 
minute” can cost you your dog’s 
life. (C) Provide consistent easy ac-
cess to water, with more than one 
water source available in case they 
knock over a bowl. Never leave your 
dog outside [alone] without having 
available shade available and water 
access.(D) Groom Appropriately - 
Trim long hair but avoid shaving your 
dog completely, as their fur helps 
protect against sunburn, (E) Consid-
er, do you really need to take your 
dog with you when 
you run errands, be 
in people crowded 
places, like the tian-
guis, on hot days? 
They will be better 
staying home where 
it is cool. Think of 
him/ her and THEIR 
well-being. Jackie Kellum
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Continued on page 30

Shelley Edson
ElOjoShelley@gmail.com
From the Lakeside Living Editor: Please send infor-
mation for local cultural, civic, community, or chari-
table events to ElOjoShelley@gmail.com on or be-
fore the first day of the preceding month by noon. For 
example, the deadline for the July 1 issue is noon, June 1. 
Thank you, Shelley Edson 

ANAVETS UNIT 19
Tuesday, July 1 from 1 pm to 5 pm
Canada Day
Join us to celebrate Canada Day! This year promises to be another fun filled day 
of live music by the Gargamel Cover Band, food, and friendship! This event is 
open to everyone; you don’t need to be an ANAVETS member or a Canadian. 
Ticket Price is 350 pesos and are on sale now at Mama’s Musical Bar Thursdays between 
11:30 AM and 2 PM, or email anavets.mexico@gmail.com. We hope to see you there!! 
Location: La Palapa del Guayabo Restaurant on the Malecon in Chapala.

ASK AN EXPAT!
Tuesdays, June 3 and 24, 5 pm
Lakeside Info for Visitors and Newbies
Are you considering moving to Lakeside? Or recently arrived? Steve Taylor hosts 
“Ask an Expat” Happy Hour that offers lakeside information in one place, at one time, 
for those visiting, moving to, and living in Mexico. Steve leads a discussion on visitor 
questions and his “10 Expat Commandments.” Questions? Text +1 (512) 921-6150. 
Location: Casa Del Sol Inn, Javier Mina #7, Ajijic
 
BARE STAGE
Friday, June 27; Saturday, June 28; Sunday, June 29 at 4 pm
Ada and the Engine
Ada and the Engine by Lauren Gunderson is a 
captivating play that shines with wit, intelligence 
and heart. This dynamic theatrical experience 
explores the life of Lord Byron’s daughter, Ada 
Lovelace, the world’s first computer program-
mer, and her groundbreaking work with Charles 
Babbage. The play’s strength lies in its ability to 
balance complex themes with engaging storytell-
ing, making it accessible and enjoyable for audi-
ences. Gunderson’s writing sparkles with humor, 
warmth, and insight, bringing Ada’s story to life in 
a way that is both entertaining and enlightening. 
Directed by Lynn Gutstadt, cast, Don Beaudreau, 
Mikaila Molloy, Kathleen Morris and Nathaniel 
Pusey
Tickets 200 pesos. To reserve tickets, email: barestagetheatre2018@gmail.com. 
Door and bar open at 3 pm. Seats held until 3:50 pm.
Location: 19 San Lucas, Riberas del Pilar. Handicap parking in front and the parking 
lot is across the street. www.facebook.com/barestagetheatre2018
 
THE BRAVO! THEATRE
Summer Pause	 
The BRAVO! Theater is paused for the summer. The second 10 Minute Play Festival 
will run mid-September.
 
CENTRO CULTURAL GONZALEZ GALLO CHAPALA
Free Concerts 
Concerts are held on most Sundays and sometimes other days. Note: concerts are 

free and tips always welcome. June concerts are: 
Wednesday, 4 June 1 pm to 10 pm 
Festival in the Garden of harps, 
salteria, marimba and more
A musical day that brings together 
many talented groups from Jalisco 
that play traditional and regional 
Mexican music. A day not to be missed 
– and a day that enjoys excellent pres-
tige in the cultural field nationwide
Sunday, June 1, 12:30 pm
Classical Music Recital for Guitar 
and Violin 
Featuring the duo, Ramón Macías and Konstantin Ziumbilov.
Sunday, June 8, 12:30 pm
Danny López Jazz Quartet 
Swing, Blues and Bebop to contemporary jazz with guitar, bass, drums and sax. 
Thursday, June 13, 18:30 pm 
Classical guitar recital 
Featuring Juan Carlos Arancibia (Perú), a participant in the International Guitar Fes-
tival of Colima. 
Sunday, June 15, 12:30 pm
J. Mónaco Jazz Quartet 
A fusion of jazz, progressive rock, Latin American rhythms, synthwave and pop.  
Sunday, June 22, 12:30 pm 
Song recital - Highlight Arias 
Featuring mezzo-soprano Fernanda Ontiveros and accompanying pianist Daniel 
Flores. 
Thursday, June 27, 18:30 pm 
Tenors are not allowed – A Zarzuela
The Zarzuela is a Spanish lyric-dramatic genre that alternates between spoken and 
sung scenes. Featuring tenors Emmanuel Zarazua and Héctor Valle and César Cas-
tro, on the piano. 
Sunday, June 29, 12:30 pm 
Quorum guitar quartet
Mexican music and guitar dances with René Pelayo, Marco Mondragón, Roy Pérez 
and Samuel Navas.
For more information, check the Facebook group: Centro Cultural Gonzalez Gallo, or 
subscribe to the email list gonzalezgallo.sc@jalisco.gob.mx or join their WhatsApp 
group +52 3323120612.
Concert location: Av. González Gallo 1500, Chapala - the old train station.

CHAPALA FILM SOCIETY
The Chapala Film Society presents Cine en el Parque, a cultural project designed to 
reactivate Parque del Castillo in La Floresta Park through cinema, art, and commu-
nity engagement.
Movie screenings are free. Fresh popcorn, snacks, and drinks are available for pur-
chase at each screening. We kindly ask attendees not to bring outside food or drinks, 
as purchases at the event are what make it possible to keep this project free for the 
community. 
Saturday, June 14, 7:30 pm 
Movie - The Company 
An American drama film, directed by Robert Altman, in English with Spanish sub-
titles. For more information: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Company_(film) 
Saturday, June 21, 7:30 pm 
Biographical film - Violeta Went to Heaven 
From Chile, Spanish with English subtitles. Awarded the World Cinema Jury Prize 
(Dramatic) at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival. For more information: en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Violeta_Went_to_Heaven 

Lynn Gutstadt    
Photo Credit: Jack Volle

Centro Cultural Gonzalez Gallo Chapala
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Continued from page 26
Saturday, June 28, 7:30 pm
Romantic drama film - Yes 
From the United Kingdom. Winner of the Interfaith Award for Promoting Humani-
tarian Values at the 2005 Brisbane International Film Festival. For more information: 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yes_(film)
Location: Films are shown at Parque del Castillo, the main plaza, in La Floresta Park, 
Boulevard De Jin XI 25, La Floresta.

FIESTAS PATRONALES SAN ANTONIO DE PAUDA
June 5 to June 13 
An annual celebration in honor of Saint Anthony of Padua, the patron saint of San 
Antonio Tlayacapan. During the festivities, the town comes alive with a wide variety 
of religious and cultural activities. Location San Antonio Tlayacapan. For more infor-
mation: www.facebook.com/groups/1726241887924548

LAKE CHAPALA ORCHESTRA
Saturday July 5, 2 pm 
Pops on Broadway - cancelled
The July concert, originally scheduled July 5, has been cancelled and will be re-
scheduled later this year. 

LAKESIDE LITTLE THEATRE
Saturday, June 7; Sunday, June 8; and Monday, June 9 at 4 pm 
Live at the Met: The Barber of Seville 
Gioachno Rossini’s opera, Il Barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of Seville), filmed live 
at New York’s Metropolitan Opera House and shown in LLT’s main air-conditioned 
McIntosh Auditorium with 
its state-of-the-art screen 
and sound system. Sung 
in Italian with English 
subtitles. Count Almaviva, 
who, disguised as a stu-
dent named Lindoro, at-
tempts to win the love of 
Rosina, a young woman 
under the guardianship of 
Dr. Bartolo, a jealous man 
who plans to marry her. 
Fathom Entertainment 
called the production, star-
ring Baritone Andrey Zhi-
likhovsky in the title role, 

an “effervescent comedy...a madcap production.”
Tickets are 350 pesos and are available at www.lakesidelittletheatre.com. 
You can purchase at the box office with an INE card to receive a 100 peso discount. 
Theater location: Allen W. Lloyd Drive, San Antonio Tlayacapan. Secure parking is 
provided in LLT’s lot with overflow parking, courtesy of Telmex, in their lot on the 
east side of Allen W. Lloyd Dr. 
 
LAS VOCES DEL LAGO
Summer Pause
After an unforgettable spring season filled with music and magic, Las Voces del 
Lago is taking a summer pause. Las Voces will be back in September, stronger and 
more spirited than ever, as they kick off rehearsals for our much-anticipated Holiday 
Concerts coming in mid-December! 
Thinking about joining Las Voces? Mark your calendars now: Auditions are set for 
September 9 and 10! 

OPEN CIRCLE - LAKE CHAPALA SOCIETY
Sunday Morning Presentations
Open Circle Sunday events are free, with donations 
appreciated, and open to all community members. 
Presentations are in English, and non-English speakers 
are encouraged to attend and learn from a bilingual 
audience and staff members. Open Circle is always seeking new presenters for its 
52-week programming. Information at www.opencircleajijic.org. 
Sunday, June 1, at 10:15 AM 
Short Fiction from Whispering Gallery: Anecdotes and Inspiration for 
your own Creative Writing Journal 
Guadalajara resident Will Cordeiro presents short fiction from his newest book, 
Whispering Gallery interspersed with context, anecdotes, and inspiration. He will 
also discuss tips for getting started in creative writing, ways to develop work, strate-
gies for revision, and the contemporary publishing marketplace. 
June 8, June 15, June 22 and June 29 at 10:15 AM 
Presenters to be announced. See www.opencircleajijic.org for current information.

VOLUNTEER!
FoodBank Lakeside needs Newspaper Editor
FoodBank Lakeside needs a Newspaper 
Editor to compile a monthly newsletter 
highlighting the good work of Food Bank 
Lakeside. Computer knowledge, good 
writing skills, and preferably MailChimp ex-
perience, desired but not required. English 
proficiency is required. Time commitment 
is approximately 3 hours a month and 
done on your own computer in the comfort of your home. 
Contact: volunteersFBL@gmail.com.
Lucky Dog Rescue and Adoption Center needs volunteers
Volunteers are needed to help with daily shelter tasks and dog walking, cuddling, or 
playtime. Minimum time commitment is 2 to 4 hours, one day a week with 4 hours 
being a ’shift’ as Lucky Dog is open from 9 to1 every day. English or Spanish speak-
ers welcome. 
Contact: Melanie Rosen melanierosen62@gmail.com or What’s App +52 332-824-
4082
Location: Lucky Dog is on the main road between Chapala and Santa Cruz going 
East along the lake. Carretera Chapala-Mezcala #1100, 45944 Santa Cruz de la Sole-
dad/ www.luckydoglakechapala.org

The Barber of Seville  
Photo Credit: Courtesy of Met Live
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By Francisco NavaBy Francisco Nava

Water, Or Lack Of

In 2024 I was in-
vited to hear Dr. 
Eduardo Juarez 

Carrillo, Director of 
the Institute for Lim-
nologia y Sustentabil-
idad, of the University 
of Guadalajara, speak 
at a gathering hosted 
by the Friends of Cen-
tro Pro-Mexico in San 
Juan Cosala. The title 
of the presentation 
was “Water Crisis of Lake Chapala.”

Problem:
How many of you have had water 

interruptions or shortages that you’ve 
never experienced before? We have 

water problems reported in Chula Vista 
Norte, Chapala, San Pedro Itzicán and 
West Ajijic, just to name a few areas.

Water Facts:
Only 3% of the earth’s water is fresh 

Honorable Mention Winner
Jocotepec Children’s Earth Day Art Competition 2025

water. 2.5% of the earth’s fresh water is 
unavailable: locked up in glaciers, po-
lar ice caps, atmosphere, and soil. It is 
highly polluted or lies too far under the 
earth’s surface to be extracted at an af-
fordable cost. 0.5% of all the earth’s wa-
ter is available as fresh water.

Fresh water use can be broken 
down as follows: 70% is used in agricul-
ture, 20% is used by industry, and 10 % 
is used by humans.

Lake Chapala is a tectonic lake. Even 
though we had a good rainy season in 
2024, we have been in drought for the 
last 5 years (due to El Niño). Lake temps 
in the last five years are up 3%. This is 
devastating for our environment. Lake 
Chapala, the largest lake in Mexico, 
contains 20% of all the fresh water in 
Mexico. 

Lake Cuitzeo has lost 70% of its 
water in the last five years. All but six 
of the original 19 species of fish have 
been lost due to drought. Our cenotes 
in the Yucatan are also drying up. De-
forestation of our areas also contrib-
utes to climate warming and less water 
availability for humans and other spe-
cies.

We get our potable water from 
fresh water, deep wells (not the lake). 
These wells access our water aquifers. 
The aquifers are replenished when rain, 
storm water and the flow from rivers, 
streams and creeks seeps into an aqui-
fer. Water also gets into the ground as 
farmers irrigate fields and orchards. 
The primary problem is that with 
continued growth in our area, we are 
tapping our aquifers before they can 
be completely replenished, making 
access harder, leading to deeper well 
digging. As a child I would go to work 
with my dad, a civil engineer. At times 
he was tasked with digging a well. Back 
then we might have had to dig 40 or 50 
meters to hit water. Present wells are 
being dug from 150 to 250 meters to 
reach water. If we continue along this 
path, we may not have water to access.

Along the Lerma River delta that 
originates in the state of Mexico, and 

feeds Lake Chapala, and that goes 
through five states of Mexico before 
arriving at Lake Chapala, the rivers 
have illegal dams that have been con-
structed primarily to siphon off water 
for agricultural use. Add to this water 
concessions that have been sold by the 
government to industries for their use, 
and the irresponsible use of industries 
dumping into the river, and we end 
up with little of the total river water 
reaching our lake. The water entering 
Lake Chapala from the Lerma River 
is  highly polluted with heavy metals 
and other toxic substances because of 
insufficient wastewater treatment by 
the many industries operating near the 
Lerma River.

Solutions:
We can educate ourselves as to 

how water arrives to our homes and be 
conscious of how we use it and try to 
conserve as much as possible.

We can discuss the problems we 
are experiencing and seek possible 
solutions. We can speak to our Mexi-
can neighbors and ask if they can work 
toward educating our government 
representatives to help change our in-
frastructure.

We can take shorter showers.
We can water our plants in the early 

morning (preferable) or late afternoon. 
This reduces evaporation. We can 
mulch as much as possible to do the 
same.

We can exchange water thirsty 
plants and lawns for drought tolerant 
options. We need to change our per-
ception of what is beautiful.

Don’t wash your automobile or ve-
hicle with a water hose. Do as the locals 
do and use a bucket and rag. Or have 
one of the many people who offer to 
wash your automobile wash your vehi-
cle. It provides jobs and helps to keep 
our economy local.

Turn off faucets when not in use.
Make sure leaks and drips are re-

paired. Continual leaking and dripping 
can also cause damage to your home.

Install gray water systems for reuse 
of water.

Install rainwater catchment sys-
tems in your home. A pilot program in 
San Pedro Itzicán was started, thanks 
to Corazon de la Tierra, with 40 systems 
now installed.

As we learn more about Earth’s 
amazing natural systems, it becomes 
clear that they are all interconnected, 
and we are part of those systems. 
Taking care of our earth is logical. As 
we chart our way 
through these global 
changes it becomes 
clear that the chang-
es will affect us all.

Francisco Nava
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Let’s Talk About You: Why We Let’s Talk About You: Why We 
Love to GossipLove to Gossip

By Kelly Luker

Doreen* says she’s sorry to 
hear my friend’s cancer 
has returned (it hadn’t.) 

Someone else lets it be known a mutual 
acquaintance is getting hair plugs and 
liposuction. Mia listens to me kvetch 
about an in-law. She passes on Felicia’s 
health concerns and we both agree that 
Franny’s online posts are getting weird-
er, right?

Chisme, as gossip is called in Mexico, 
is like – how to say this politely – pass-
ing gas; everyone does it, but everyone 
pretends they don’t. Although we prefer 
euphemisms such as “venting,” “updat-
ing,” “offering opinions,” the definition of 
gossip doesn’t vary: discussing someone 
who isn’t present. It can be as benign as 

proudly announcing your child’s gradu-
ation or hurtful enough to destroy repu-
tations.

No community is immune, including 
our little village here. It’s not because 
we’re mostly older, retired and allegedly 
have more time on our hands. From Lat-
via to London, church groups, children’s 
playgrounds and probably Buddhist 
monasteries, we can’t help but indulge 
in a little chin-wagging about mutual 
acquaintances. 

The Torah condemns it. So does the 
Bible and the Qur’an. Despite moral and 
religious tut-tutting and our all-too-hu-
man attempts to avoid it, talking about 
someone behind their back is almost 
irresistible. Anthropologists and social 

scientists posit that we are hard-wired to 
do so, a prehistoric survival skill that pro-
vided a way to build trust and social co-
hesion within the clan. We’re like chimps 
that use grooming and picking lice off 
each other to bond with their troop. Be 
they apes or humans, primates who do 
not indulge will eventually find them-
selves socially ostracized.

And scientists now know what 
people refuse to admit: dishing the dirt 
feels good. A research paper published 
on the National Institute of Health’s Li-
brary of Medicine website revealed that 
when we engage in tattling (or sharing 
observations about someone, call it 
what you will), our oxytocin – the feel-
good hormone – levels rise and our cor-
tisol – stress hormone – levels drop. In 
other words, gossip is the frosted fudge 
brownie of communication, just another 
guilty pleasure.

Presently and historically, women 
bear the onus as gossipmongers and 
have paid the price, including draconian 
punishments in the 1500s. But global re-
search company OnePoll surveyed over 
5,000 people and discovered that men 
gossip more than women (an average 
of 76 minutes a day versus women’s 52 
minutes).

The majority – about 75% – of our 
discussion falls in the neutral category, 
merely transferring information about 

others that makes no moral judgment, 
i.e. who got married, who’s bringing 
baked beans to the Sunday potluck, who 
went on which diet.

But what happens when words nei-
ther positive nor neutral are no longer 
limited to the sewing circle or water 
cooler? Thanks to social media’s global 
coverage, millions or even billions can 
salivate over the most humiliating rev-
elations, memes or YouTube videos of 
both famous and once-anonymous in-
dividuals. 

Young people have long since aban-
doned Facebook to their grandparents, 
so it has become the jungle drums for 
us senior citizens of Lakeside. Facebook 
was my lifeline for vital information 
upon moving here. House cleaners, dog 
sitters, best restaurants and countless 
other questions asked and answered 
helped grease the wheels as I adjusted 
to my new surroundings.

But between menus, events and oth-
er noteworthy updates slithers the mal-
ice of rumors, innuendos and falsehoods 
about community members. What was 
once whispered over the fence is now 
served up for everyone to digest, truth 
be damned. Do-gooders are accused of 
stealing from their organizations, restau-
rants boycotted because of one-sided 
reports. Details are gobbled up and re-
posted without confirmation. Although 
these posts are in the minor, the damage 
they do can be devastating.

We are entertained by human foibles 
because humans host a shadow side, 
one that resonates with author and play-
wright Dorothy Parker’s famous quote, 
“If you can’t say something nice about 
someone, come sit here by me.”

Hopefully, we each have a moral 
standard of what is acceptable to pass 
along. But when offered an array of con-
versational topics, most of us are eventu-
ally going to reach for the brownie.

*All names have been changed.
 Kelly Luker lives in Ajijic and is the 

author of Private Eye for the Bad Guy, a 
memoir of her career as a criminal de-
fense investigator.
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Larry Kolczak

Fish TaleFish Tale
By Larry Kolczak

When I was a kid, fishing 
and preparing to go fish-
ing were a major part of 

my life. We lived in Chicago, and sum-
mer weekends, my brother and I would 
ride the Montrose Avenue bus down to 
Lake Michigan, where we could fish for 
perch from a long concrete breakwa-
ter. We started out with simple bamboo 
cane poles, but eventually graduated to 
the new fiberglass fishing rods and the 
Swedish- made Abu Garcia bait-casting 
reels. We would dream of one day hook-
ing a 200-pound lake sturgeon, but no 
such luck. That was for the best, I sup-
pose. Can you imagine hauling a flap-
ping 200-pound fish home on the bus? 

Growing up, we had seen pictures 
in our family album of our dad and his 
fishermen friends with wheel barrows 
full of walleyes, and holding up trophy-
sized muskies. They had caught them 
at his favorite fishing haunt on Lac du 
Flambeau, on the Chippewa Indian res-

ervation in the north woods of Wiscon-
sin. We would drag his old tackle box out 
of the closet and beg him to tell us the 
story behind each of the well-worn fish-
ing lures. One called the “Double-Jointed 
Pikie Minnow” bore the teeth marks of all 
the muskies it had caught. Eventually, we 
talked him into taking us up there for an-
nual week-long fishing trips.

Lac du Flambeau had quite a reputa-
tion among fishermen. There was even a 
story about it in the now defunct Argosy 
magazine that told about a huge muskie 
that lurked in the shallows. The locals 
had named it Jingle Bells. The legend 

was that it had been hooked and gotten 
away so many times that it had a mouth 
full of fishing lures that you could hear 
jingling as it swam near your boat.

We never heard Jingle Bells while we 
were up there. For that matter, we never 
caught a wheel barrow full of walleyes. 
The lodge owner would always say “You 
should have been here last week. They 
were biting on bare hooks.” Mostly, we 
caught only pan fish -- bluegills and crap-
pies -- that were not much bigger than 
my hand. As years went by, I upgraded my 
equipment to the newest carbon-fiber 
rod and a state-of-the-art Pflueger spin-
ning reel. This, of course, required buying 
a whole new arsenal of the latest fishing 
lures. One, the “Rapala,” came all the way 
from Finland. It bristled with three treble 
hooks that probably caught my fingers 
more times than any fish. It was soon 
joined by favorites like the Johnson’s “Sil-
ver Spoon,” the Arbogast “Jitterbug,” and 
the red-and-white striped “Daredevle.” 
Sad to say, after all these years, not one of 
them bears the teeth marks of a muskie. 

Eventually, I came to the realization 
that having the latest and most expen-
sive equipment was no guarantee that 
you would catch the biggest fish. No-
where was this better demonstrated 
than during my recent vacation in Guate-
mala with my daughter, Liz, and 32-year-
old grandson, Michael. We spent a few 

days in Panahachel, a quaint Indigenous 
village on the shore of Lake Atitlan. This 
picturesque 50- square-mile lake actually 
fills the caldera of an extinct volcano. It is 
more than 1,100 feet deep. That’s deeper 
than Lake Michigan.

One afternoon while Liz and I were 
out shopping at all the handicraft stalls, 
Michael went for a stroll along the lake-
front. He eventually got out of the tourist 
area and came upon a boat dock where 
he saw some of the locals fishing. They 
weren’t using carbon-fiber fishing rods 
and expensive spinning reels. In fact, 
they weren’t even using bamboo cane 
poles. All they had were empty beer cans 
with fishing line wound around them. 
There were no jingling fishing lures; just 
a few kernels of cooked corn, or a scrap 
of tortilla on the hook.

They saw that Michael was intrigued, 
so they offered him a tin can and line to 
give it a try. He soon mastered the tech-
nique of using a side-arm toss and let-
ting the weighted line unwind off one 
end of the can. Wouldn’t you know, in a 
matter of minutes he caught a fish. Not 
just a 6-inch bluegill, but a 3-foot-long 
carp. That’s bigger than any fish I had 
ever caught. He has the picture to prove 
it. Pretty soon, people were gathering to 
take his picture with the fish. Then they 
were asking if he would take their picture 
holding his fish. Nobody has ever asked 
me to take their picture holding any fish I 
ever caught. Eventually, Michael gave the 
fish to the guy who lent him the beer can. 
That was for the best, I suppose. Can you 
imagine schlepping a 3-foot-long carp 
home on the airplane?

Over the years, I have probably 
owned several thousand dollars worth of 
fishing rods, reels, and tackle. My advice – 
don’t waste your money on all that crap. 
All you need is a beer can. The local brand 
(“Gallo” in Guatemala) seems to be the 
most popular. Nobody was using expen-
sive imports like Heineken. If you are un-
der 21, you should probably use a Coke 
can, though I can’t personally vouch for 
how well they work. Whatever you use, 
just remember to recycle it when your 
fishing trip is over.

If you’ve always wanted a trophy fish 
to hang on your wall, check out your 
neighborhood garage sales. I never 
caught a fish worthy of sending to the 
taxidermist. Most weren’t big enough to 
bring home to cook. Speaking of which, 
Michael’s father texted him this recipe 
for carp. Clean and scale the fish. Slather 
it in olive oil seasoned with salt, pepper, 
lemon juice and garlic. Lay it on a piece of 
cardboard and cook it 
in a preheated 350-de-
gree oven for 20 min-
utes. Throw away the 
fish and eat the card-
board. Bon Appétit!

Foto by: Elizabeth McDermott
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PROFILING TEPEHUAPROFILING TEPEHUA
By Mary Ruzich

COLUMNISTCOLUMNIST

Mary Ruzich

A day in the life of the Tepehua 
Community Center

It’s Friday, one of the busier 
days at our community cen-
ter, located on the hill above 

Chapala. It can be accessed from 
downtown Chapala, from the carret-
era in Lourdes, or from the libramien-
to - then along a long wiggly back-
road through the barrio of Puerta del 
Horno (door of the oven) and on up 
the hill. It’s nestled amidst houses 
and tiendas in the poor barrio of TE-
PEHUA.

The Community Center door to 
the main office opens and Sandra 
Zamora, Tepehua’s director, and Es-
peranza Serna, head of the Educa-
tion program, are meeting with par-
ents about scholarships that have 
either been granted to their child or 
regarding their acceptance into the 
program. Scholarships are high in 
demand as every little bit helps these 
families. Tepehua financially helped 
over 150 students achieve their edu-
cational dreams during this past aca-
demic year.

Out the back door of the center, 
you can access the medical clinic 
and pharmacy. Patients may be in 
the reception room, waiting their 
turn to see the doctor or nurse. They 
also may be in line at the pharmacy 
where medications are available 
(with a prescription when needed) at 
no or low cost.

If this were a Wednesday, you’d 
be seeing pregnant women or young 
mothers with their babies at the 
clinic. This day is set aside for the Ma-
ternal Health Program run by Olga 
Lara, a local woman who has been 
involved with the program’s begin-
nings about a decade and a half ago.

Across the courtyard, one passes 
the water purification program run 
by Carlos Sanabria who has also 
been with Tepehua since early days. 
He may be there washing and filling 
bottles or may be on the road deliv-
ering the garrafónes of clean water.

Farther on is the dental clinic 
where a local dentist comes once a 
week to address the oral needs of Te-
pehua’s population

Across the small hallway is a ba-
zaar for the locals. Donations from 
the thrift shop that aren’t suitable for 
sale in Riberas are sent there to sell to 
locals at super low prices.

Things at the center close after 
noon for family comidas, but the fa-
cility reopens at 3 on Fridays for Eng-
lish lessons with Mark Skeivanek. He 
teaches English to approximately 10 
students, ages 8-14.

Other days one may see the 
sewing program in full gear – plan-
ning, cutting or sewing their qual-
ity wares that are available for 
sale at the thrift shop in Riberas. 
On days when dispensas (basic food 
goods) are handed out, women will 
be lined up outside the office to re-
ceive their staples and have their 
name checked off the list.

An important part of the Tepe-
hua team are the local women who 
come in early Thursday morning to 
clean the facility. With this weekly 
work, they receive education tokens 
for their children or other oppor-
tunities that are available to them. 
This well-oiled Tepehua team was 
started 15 years ago by Moonie 
King and her passionate team. Al-
though she has now left us, we know 
she would be proud of her legacy 
and how the Mexican people have 
stepped forward to pick up the reins.

All of this is supported by gener-
ous private donations, grants, and 
sales from the Tepehua Treasures 
thrift shop in Riberas. Every day new 
treasures arrive, lovingly sorted and 
displayed by its amazing volunteers.

If you have visited our store either 
by purchasing or donating gently 
used items, you too are a part of the 
team, and WE THANK YOU! If not, we 
welcome you to stop by Mondays 
through Saturday 
12-3. Amazing 
treasures await 
you there and all 
proceeds go to 
support the de-
serving commu-
nity of Tepehua.
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A Troubled Time on the US/Canadian BorderA Troubled Time on the US/Canadian Border
By Dr. Lorin SwinehartBy Dr. Lorin Swinehart

On July 23, 1928, the 
US Coast Guard cutter 
C-209, while cruising the 

waters of Lake Erie, opened fire 
with a one-pounder cannon, hurl-
ing five rounds in the direction of 
a “suspicious vessel,” a vessel that 
turned out to be carrying the la-
dies of the Buffalo, New York Yacht 
Club. This incident was but a small 
part of what the public had begun to 
refer to as Volsteadism, the US govern-
ment’s program to end the smuggling 
of alcoholic beverages across Lake 
Erie from Canada. In 1929 alone, 263 
people were killed on the Great Lakes 
by enforcement officers. During that 
era, 250 vessels and 1,425 men were 
assigned to this difficult task, and mil-
lions of dollars were spent. US patrol 
boats would routinely fire upon ves-
sels that merely looked suspicious. 

The Eighteenth Amendment to the 
US Constitution, banning the posses-
sion, transportation, or sale of alcohol-
ic beverages took effect at midnight on 
January 16, 1920, as did the Volstead 
Act, enacted to enforce it. Thus did the 
Great Experiment begin, which was 
to continue for 13 years during which 
organized crime flourished, criminals 
grew in power, and more people than 
ever began to drink. At the outset, in-
adequate manpower and resources 
were allocated for enforcement. Rising 
anger at heavy-handed and incompe-
tent enforcement methods whereby 
citizens were frequently searched and 
even shot at based on suspicion alone 
caused the annual per capita con-
sumption of alcohol to increase from 
nine to one hundred two gallons. Al-
cohol-related crimes increased as ter-
ritories between gangs overlapped, 
leading to turf wars characterized by 
murders, bribery and even bombings. 

Gangsterism and its accompany-
ing wave of violence caused the de-
cade of the 1920’s to be called the 
Roaring Twenties. Al Capone aka “Scar-
face,” the most notorious gangster of 
the era, made a fortune annually from 
beer sales alone. Later, Capone was 
convicted of income tax evasion and 

sentenced to a stretch at Alcatraz. He 
was later released and died in obscu-
rity in South Carolina, a victim of gen-
eral paresis, a side effect of syphilis.

Brutal as Capone was, he was un-
willing to take on Detroit’s notorious 
Purple Gang whose members domi-
nated the illegal trade along the De-
troit River and in western Lake Erie. 
The Purples were led by four brothers: 
Abe, Joe, Raymond and Izzy Bernstein. 
Purple is the color of spoiled meat. The 
Purples were given their nickname as 
boys because they were so vicious. 
Rumor had it that Joe Roscoe, a noto-
rious gangster who owned a seven-
room hotel, casino and speakeasy on 
Middle Island, barely across the line in 
Canada, was in league with the Pur-
ples. The Purples were so violent, even 
murdering fellow rumrunners and 
selling their loot themselves, that Ca-
pone decided to use them as suppliers 
rather than try to outdo them. 

It is estimated that in 1924 alone 
$24,000,000 worth of alcohol was 
smuggled into the US. The Great Lakes 
with their zigzagging border with 
Canada where alcohol was legal were 
ideally suited for rumrunning. Rum-
runners with speedy, heavily armed 
craft sped across Lake Erie, unloading 
in the Bass Islands as well as Sandusky 
Bay and other obscure inlets and es-
tuaries. Gun battles between rumrun-
ners and the Coast Guard were com-
mon. Liquor was easily transported by 
automobile across the ice in the win-
tertime. Cases of whiskey were cached 
on the ice, barely across the border to 
await pickup. 

As the decade wore on, rumrun-
ners became ever more ingenious. 
The so-called submarine method, for 
instance, involved towing a sunken 
houseboat loaded with whiskey be-
hind another vessel. One scow op-
erator was discovered to have trans-
ported the same load of coal back and 
forth between South Bass Island on 
the US side and Pelee Island on the Ca-
nadian side until officials became wise 
to him. Cases of whiskey were secured 
beneath the layers of coal. One South 
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Lorin Swinehart

Bass Island resident installed a system 
of flashing lights at his home to guide 
rumrunners to his front door. For a 
while, a pipeline pumped beer across 
the Detroit River into Michigan. 

President Herbert Hoover vowed 
to put an end to rum running and vio-
lence on the Great Lakes and allocated 
more and more money and manpow-
er to enforce federal laws. Hoover be-
lieved that rising violence on the lakes 
would persuade Canada to suspend li-
quor sales to customers in the US. For 
their part, Canadians, already angered 
by heavily armed US ships in their wa-
ters, were unwilling to give up a lucra-
tive enterprise. 

The owner of one Lake Erie Island 
winery survived the decade by sell-
ing 100,000 gallons of grape juice a 
year. Each barrel was stamped with a 
warning. “Possession, consumption or 
transportation of alcoholic beverages 
is a violation of federal law. Do not do 
these things.” The warning was a reci-
pe for wine making.

The Eighteenth Amendment was 
repealed in 1933, and peace with our 
northern neighbor was restored. Ours 
has been the longest undefended bor-
der between any two nations since the 
ratification of the Rush-Bagot Treaty 
following the end of the War of 1812. 

Over the years, Canada and Ca-

nadians have shown time and again 
that they are our best friends, com-
ing readily to our assistance in the 
aftermath of that horrible day in Sep-
tember 2001 and consigning military 
forces to the war in Afghanistan, risk-
ing and sacrificing lives on our behalf. 
Most are familiar with the story of how 
eagerly the people of Newfoundland 
welcomed into their homes stranded 
US passengers until the skies were 
safe again. 

However, that mutually beneficial 
friendship is now in peril because of 
the outrageous actions and words of 
President Donald Trump. He has initi-
ated tariffs on Canadian goods un-
der the big lie that fentanyl is being 
smuggled across the border, and he 
has insulted all Canadians by referring 
to their country as our 51st state and 
called the Canadian PM the governor 
of Canada. Such rhetoric and actions 
have become al-
most normal in 
the contemporary 
Orwellian world 
where we treat 
friends with scorn 
and thugs and ty-
rants with shame-
less sycophancy.
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What Women Have Taught MeWhat Women Have Taught Me
Part Two

By Don Beaudreau

There are 104 countries which celebrate Mother’s Day; 77 of them 
(including the U.S. and Mexico) celebrate the day in May. It is a 
good thing to do, but I have always felt that the day should also in-

clude honoring the various women in our lives who have made a significant 
impact on us. In this two-part series, I want to do exactly that by telling you 
the stories of six women through prose and verse who were, in effect, my 
mentors. I honor them, and so many more!

THE ACTIVIST
When she was a child she could run with the best of them. There was no in-

dication of the rare, progressive disease which would - by the time she died at 
the age of 40 - cause her to be nearly completely immobile; cause her inability 
to breathe without a respirator; cause her to slur her words; cause her face to 
be severely distorted. Although Linda’s wheelchair allowed her to get around, 
she had to have someone push it. And yet, neither her mind nor spirit was 
ever “immobile” or “challenged.” She had a keen intellect. Her master’s degree 
written at her computer keyboard by holding an implement in her mouth 
showed how wrong her detractors were. Her subject championed civil rights 
for persons living with physical challenges. “I feel accepted by Unitarians; oth-
er churches were judgmental,” she told me, laboring to articulate the words 
while the respirator attached to her wheelchair breathed for her. Linda be-
came a regular attendee on Sunday mornings. She organized a service where 
other physically challenged people talked of their lives - of how some people 
perceive them, of how they think of themselves. “We just want to be thought 
of as human beings,” was the dominant theme of the day. Linda was the quint-
essential activist and probably would have been, no matter her physical con-
dition. She won many awards for her fervent endeavors and became nation-
ally prominent. She took me into her world and modeled what it means to 
rise to the challenge; to persevere against great odds; to rail against injustice. 
Ironically, she was killed in a car accident, shortly after her 40th birthday. That 
she lived to be 40 was a miracle. That she lived so magnificently an activist’s 
life was even more miraculous.

TO LINDA
Your alter ego breathes in measured rhythm
Attached to your less-than-winged steed.
Together, your respirator, your chair on wheels and you
(All 87 pounds of you if that much)
Weigh over a thousand pounds.
But you are not your encumbrance,
You are your fierceness flashing at those who don’t comprehend
That you are a person
Not an object to be pitied.
That you have feelings - and a mind.
Your fire is ignited
By those who don’t comprehend -
That we all are the same
Even when
Our limbs refuse to move;
Our eyes don’t see;
Our ears don’t hear;
Our mouths don’t speak.
You are the goddess of justice
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With the computer as your avenger.
Cutting a path for the rest of us;
Helping to create the laws that will serve us all.
You did not live in vain.

*****

THE ARTIST
Your ego is writ large - perhaps, necessarily so. Too large for a so-called 

“personal” life - although you did dance with Hemingway and the bunch in 
those halcyon days of Paris during the flapper era. And you told me that Jo-
seph Campbell - “Joe” to you - proposed marriage - or something. You were bo-
hemian, Angela, after all! And now you are an eighty-something-year-old, full-
bodied figure. But with an air about you that speaks of humid French nights 
strolling with a lover along the banks of the Seine. Still, uptown you were, 
right from the start. Rich, little southern girl, spoiled beyond the stereotype. 
You were taught that you were special. A New Orleanian belle of the ball. And 
you were - but you needed the romance of the Left Bank and that Parisian art-
ist (what WAS his name) to show you that you could be a wonderful sculptor. 
You needed the distance and the time away from the debutante balls. And af-
ter all, you were totally Unitarian, descended from New England founders. So 
Unitarian that you have a photograph of yourself as a baby sitting on the lap 
of that Unitarian, President William Howard Taft (now there was a “muscular” 
figure). And so, you became a sculptor who loved to create the human form in 
larger-than-life relief. Your discipline became your life; your work became your 
family and friends. All else was subservient to your creative need. And when 
your days and nights weren’t spent fashioning your clay children, you imag-
ined them - how they could be, how they might attain perfection. You never 
stopped working - as seen by your prodigious production: your mammoth, 
classic sculptures throughout the city of New Orleans. And, how you hated old 
age. It was a nuisance. It meant that you had only so much time left to create.

TO ANGELA
Those who create -
Leaving something of themselves behind:
Clay fashioned into form, evocative of myth and legend;
Of human struggle and victory -
Will be remembered when they have become part of the earth themselves.
Whatever passion within -
Causing them to lead the artist’s life;
Setting them apart from the rest of us;
Absorbing their individuality;
Melding them in the kiln of a refiner’s fire -
Has as its source: divinity;
And speaks of sacrifice;
Beauty;
And eternity.

NOTE: Don Beaudreau has written 12 books, the last one, 
a satiric comedy, is a novel set on Cape Cod, MA. His works are 
available on AMAZON Books in hard copy and Kindle editions.

Don Beaudreau
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Poetry Niche
The poetry Niche this month is dedicated to the 
memory of Jim Tipton, who died in May, 2018,  
two weeks after the publication of his last col-
lection of poems, The Alphabet of Longing and 
Other Poems. Shortly before his untimely death 
from cancer, Jim wrote

When death finally comes 
can she be in the form of that woman 
wearing the black bikini 
walking toward me 
on the beach at Guayabitos.

One can only hope she wore a black bikini to escort him to his next 
chapter. 

The poems included here are from his masterpiece, Letters from a 
Stranger, which won the Colorado Book Award for 1999.

First, When She Was Talking, I Heard No Sound

First, when she was talking, I heard no sound
then like water falling far down the canyon,
I heard her say her name, but it was more 

than human name, more than alphabet at birth.

It was like a fragrance around a camp at night,
like a sign we make when no one is looking,

like a hand inside a hand that sometimes
stretches out of sleep, or waves at strangers.

That evening when I climbed the long moon
to home, I held that name, like I hold
a sound inside the body, like I hold
the mountains lightly on this back

*****

One Night I Picked Up in a Bar

One night I picked up in a bar 
a woman named Poetry,

and she was drunk, or I was drunk, 
or the world itself was drunk; 
but at any rate I took her home 

and listened to her.

Now, you may be thinking, she had 
golden breasts and golden thighs, 

and in a sense you are correct.
Perhaps she was some 

long forgotten lonely goddess
who through what strange shift in time 

had surfaced in a pool hall, 
surprised to be alive, to be admired.

I, to the end, lover of all forgotten things, 
had seen her there, had loved her, 

and in the clumsy way 
I sometimes have with women 

seduced her heart.

Ah...the muscled men who wanted her, 
who watched amazed, were nothing then, 
while I, the local fool, finessed my way 

into her panties, finding
in that lap of language some ancient thing 

so damp and lovely that the gods 
of Greece and Rome tore out their hair

*****

People Always Think I Suffer 

People always think I suffer some spiritual discipline 
when I tell them I wake each day at dawn.

Little do they know I have a cat, named Gosi, 
who dances off the bed and tells me, 

in a language surpassing clocks, 
it is time to go outside and hunt the day.

People always think I suffer some spiritual discipline 
when I tell them I work on poetry every day; 

but how can I tell them the secret: 
there is no discipline...to me it is 

like eating donuts or butter cookies, 
like being in bed with exotic women.

People always think I suffer some spiritual discipline 
when I go walking every day, hand in hand 

with a book of Chinese love poems, 
or a collection of Buddhist proverbs, 

and with a golden dog named Ananda, 
and with the child who still lives inside of me.

And so, although suffering is very fashionable, 
I make no pretence now toward suffering, 

nor toward discipline, preferring 
the wild silence of these sacred canyons, 

the solitude of the deep word, 
this universe of infinite bread

*****

The Brain Washes Ashore

A Curdled Nautilus
The brain washes ashore, a curdled nautilus, 

and the day begins. These thick words, 
the only wife I have, wake up inside this body 

and take me to public places, where a dislocated 
geography grinds people in its deadly map, 

a map that has no stars, only Monday morning, 
set in motion by the shop or office clock, 

the factory by the broken sea.

What poem, in these cities where money weeps, 
is worth even a dollar? What poem, in this time 

of sleeping hearts hunched toward their tiny visions, 
is willing to impale itself upon the delirious day; 

what poem is willing to run naked through the streets, 
to die of cold, of impossible loneliness?

What poem is willing to send its long tongue 

Jim Tipton
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toward the sad heart on the lone coast?

Paris, boy that he was, was willing to trade 
power, wealth, nobility, honor, for one sweet thing: 

the woman that he loved. But where now is passion?
Passion for anything that might lift the heart 

out of shadow, out of hushed bones, out 
of the desolate waters that wash over our century, 
out of the unreliable regularity of the day-to-day, 

out of the tombs we die in that we call home.

And so this morning I think of the petrified hands
and of tenderness, and of clothes,

walking around looking for themselves
and of the strange exhaustion that rises out of this century,

and of the endless food that never fills us,
and of the moon we have never seen,

and of the lonely poems that still kneel down
late at night in the cathedral of the heart.

*****

The Day I Found God Washed Ashore

The day I found God washed ashore 
He was barely breathing until I began to apply

mouth to mouth resuscitation.

For a few minutes I was really worried.
I thought I might have to help organize

The Funeral of God.

But then, as I was breathing into Him,
He began breathing back into me.

And finally, one eye, crusty with the sea,
opened, and winked.

Before I could sayaword
He transformed into a beautiful woman.
and then into another beautiful woman.
and then into another beautiful woman.
and He has been doing that ever since,

every day of my life.

That day God washed ashore
unconscious and hardly breathing

was the day I really got serious
about religion

*****

The Poem Rises Up

The poem rises up, out of the sand, 
out of the desert grasses,

out of the hair of everything that sways, 
that sings, even out of those lost 

in the infirmaries of brains,
even out of the lost hand 

at the end of the arm 
when one is deeply thinking, 

even out of the lonely metaphysicians
who believe that what is sent out comes back to you, 

who are confounded for those moments when they stare 
at the hard eyes of Christ in the crucifixes 

in the cathedrals in Lima and Cuzco.

What used to be God has become poem, 
what used to be light has become the sand 

that begins to surge under the feet 
when one is walking at night, alone; 

what used to be God has become bees, 
has become the blood pools in the eyes 

at sunset, has become the silence we always feel 
when we look deeply into the tiny hearts 

of the cells in the tiny hands 
of the tiny girl named Maria,
selling scarves in the plaza, 

hugging the wool like tiny dolls in winter.

What used to be God has become the wild stillness 
which rises up like a wave without its ocean, 

has become the wild language of those 
who long to speak, like the tongues of lizards 

rooted on the sunny rocks, has become the wild intensity
with which we watch bullets moving toward us, 
until the bullets themselves are hardly moving— 

and were we able to lift our heavy hands 
we might hold them in their flight, might turn their sinister lead
Into bread or into nuggets of living gold, might send them back,

until the very dust on the feet of the damned 
might turn into the dew of oceans and diamonds.

What used to be love has become the sound we make 
before we make sound, the seeing we do before 

we become seeing, the matter that makes the fragrance 
of lilacs or rose, the divinity that rises

out of this endless sage after a rain, the shapes a pen 
makes on paper, the heart inside the letter

that becomes word, that becomes the ancient rocks,
singing, undulating, themselves becoming breasts 

washed in the milk of this full moon, this night 
when the Wizard of Is is the only light, 

and the only prayer this body, barely breathing, 
this mouth under this sky of love

*****

I Wanted You in the Kitchen of My Heart

I wanted you in the kitchen of my heart; 
and there, after many cold lunches, 
I found you; and there, like herbs 

undressing in soup, I came to love you; 
and there, like a delicate tea 

of mangoes and marigolds your mouth 
opened, and your words, flecked with gold 

and the eroticism of your Latin blood, 
flowed, like the blood I longed for, into me.

And how could I lose you among these cups 
and spoons, among these golden candles, 

these jars of honey lined along the window?
And what forget-me-nots in winter 

tie me to you still? I could die in this bread 
I have made without you. For you I would burn 

this dry brain for incense; I would
serve you the wine inside the night; I would 

drink the sea to give you salt
*****
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The Ojo Crossword

ACROSS

  1  Negative (prefix)
  5  At what time?
  9  Publicist
14  Maize
15  Author, Victor
16  Cease-fire
17  Cut of beef
18  Flatten
19  Dough
20  Ointment
22  Covered with planks
24  East northeast
25  Gamble
26  Worn down
28  Portable bed
29  Swindle
32  Large eastern religion
33  Restaurants
35  Caviar
36  Laud
37  Kimono sash
38  Arouse
40  Downwind
41  Produce
43  Center
44  Married woman
45  Vase
46  Wartime hidden bombs
47  Change
49  Boxer Muhammad
50  Fastening with a cable
53  Having a top-knot
57  Animated
58  Connected
60  Shoshonean
61  Small bunch of flowers
62  Huge whale
63  Canal
64  Upper body
65  Vessel
66  Cult

DOWN

  1  Organization concerned with civil
	 liberties (abbr.)
  2  Lunch time
  3  Trigonometry
  4  Subtle disparagement
  5  Complaining tone
  6  Pained
  7  Self
  8  Charity business type
  9  Book of maps
10  Intoxicated
11  Mire
12  Land measurement
13  Lack
21  Cover completely
23  Low-cal
26  Alcoholic beverage maker
27  Bets
28  Small house
29  Woods
30  Harnesses
31  Pare
32  Steering mechanism
33  Tennis (2 wds.)
34  Loss of mental faculties
39  Disappears
42  Destroy
46  One who dies for a cause
47  Rock and Roll “King”
48  San __ (CA city)
50  Mold
51  Dog food brand
52  Ethiopian currency
53  Six sides
54  Ripped up
55  Great
56  Abstain from certain foods
59  Gift wrap
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY HOTLINE	 911
CRUZ ROJA	 376 765-2308, 376 765-2553
FIRE DEPARTMENT	 376 766-3615
POLICE			 
Ajijic	 376 766-1760
Chapala	 376 765-4444
La Floresta	 376 766-5555

Service
DIRECTORY

directory.chapala.com

* ADVERTISING / DIRECTORY

- EL OJO DEL LAGO
Tel. 376 765-3676            

* ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

- ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Tel: 333-383-6598, 33-2252-8093               Pag: 49

* ANIMAL CLINICS/PET SHOP

- CLINICA VETERINARIA SAN ANTONIO
Tel: 376 766-0808		               Pag: 10
- MASKOTA’S LAKE
Tel: 376 766-0287, 33-3448-2507	              Pag: 34
- PET PLACE
Tel: 376 766-3627, Cell: 33-2940-3148       Pag: 32

* ART GALLERIES/HANDCRAFTS

- DIANE PEARL COLECCIONES
Tel: 376 766-5683		               Pag: 22
- LA BELLA VIDA
Tel: 376 766-5131		               Pag: 34

* BAKERY

- COLIBRI GARDEN
Tel: 333-156-9382, 376 765-4412	              Pag: 24

* BANK INVESTMENT

- MULTIVA
Tel: 376 766-2499		               Pag: 13

* BEAUTY

- CHRISTINE’S
Tel: 376 766-6140, 333-822-5572	              Pag: 20
- EDITH’S SALON
Cell: 33-1310-9372		               Pag: 34 
- GLORIOSA
Tel: 376 766-3372		               Pag: 30
- NEW LOOK STUDIO
Tel: 376 766-6000, 33-3950-9990	              Pag: 09

 * BLINDS / AWNINGS

- COMFORT SOLUTIONS 
Tel: 33-1014-8810	                                 Pag: 16

- CORTINAS PERSIANAS TOLDOS DE LA 
RIBERA
Tel: 376 766-2707,Cell: 33-1338-2089         Pag: 35

* BOUTIQUE / CUSTOM SEWING

- LA BELLA VIDA
Tel: 376 766-5131		               Pag: 34
- MANOS DE AJIJIC
Tel: 332-733-9507		               Pag: 34
- SO CHIC BOUTIQUE
Tel: 331-762-7838, 33-1143-5607	               Pag: 21

* BUTCHER SHOP

- CHAPALENCE
Cell: 33-2630-3345, Tel: 376 765-5023       Pag: 36

* CANDLES

- VIBE(s) CANDLES
Tel: +52 33-1435-7080		               Pag: 41

* CLEANING SERVICES

- AXIXIC SPRING CLEANING
Tel: 376 766-5140, 33-1075-7768	               Pag: 33
- SPRING CLEAN
Cell: 33-1053-5786 		                Pag: 39

* COMMUNICATIONS 

- ISHOPNMAIL		                

Tel: 376 766-1933		                Pag: 03

* COMPUTERS 

- LAKESIDE - CompuShop + Repair
Tel: 33-2340-7501, 33-1574-8986	               Pag: 13

* CONSIGNMENT SHOP

- TEPEHUA TREASURES
Tel: 331-118-3355		                Pag: 41

* CONSTRUCTION

- GENERAL HOME SERVICES-Amancio Ramos Jr.
Cell: 331-520-3054	                                 Pag: 42
- WARWICK CONSTRUCTION
Tel: 376 688-3642, Cell: 331-135-0763        Pag: 40

                 * DENTISTS

- AJIJIC DENTAL
Tel: 376 766-3682, Cell: 33-1411-6622        Pag: 13
- MOJO DENTAL - Dra. Cristina Barreto
Tel: 376 688-2731, 33-2823-3540	               Pag: 31

* ELECTRONICS

- STEREN

Tels. 376 766-0599, 376 766-0630	              Pag: 20

* EVENTS / MUSIC / THEATRE

- BARE STAGE THEATRE	               Pag: 32

* FISH MARKET

- COSTA ALEGRE
Tel: 376 688-2983, 376 108-1087	               Pag: 41

* FURNITURE

- UOU-Home and Furniture
Tel: 376 106-1618, Cell: 33-3149-4536        Pag: 55

 * GARAGE DOORS OPENERS

- AUTOMATIC GARAGE DOOR OPENERS
Tel: 376 766-4973, Cell: 332-213-8933        Pag: 43

* GARDENING

- PRO GARDEN STUDIO

Tel: 33-1069-3679, 33-1010-2978	               Pag: 42
- RAINFOREST

Cell: 331-241-9773		                Pag: 36

     * HARDWARE STORES

- FERRETERIA Y TLAPALERIA GALVEZ

Tel: 376 766-0880, 387 763-0341	               Pag: 54

* HEARING AIDS

- HEARING AIDS SPECIALIST ANA HARO

Tel. 376 765-4805, 332-488-4930	               Pag: 33

- M.D. CARLOS ALONSO FLORES

 VALDOVINOS

Tel: 376 766-5126, 376 766-4435	               Pag: 07

- OIR BIEN

Tel: 332-945-3267	 	               Pag: 37

* HOUSE SITTER

- HOUSE SITTER

Tel. 33-3701-8751		                Pag: 40

                * INSURANCE

- PARKER INSURANCE SERVICES
Tel: 376 765-5287, 376 765-4070	               Pag: 08
- TIOCORP
Tel: 376 766-4828, 376 766-3978	               Pag: 18

         * LEGAL SERVICES

- FELIPE GONZÁLEZ-Atorney at law

Tel: MX 331-862-6230 & USA 619-214-0841,

376 688-4563		                Pag: 24

* LIGHTING

- L&D CENTER 

Tel: 376 766-1064		                Pag: 10

* LUMBERYARD

- MADERERIA REAL ORTEGA

Tel: 376 765-2404, 33-3128-3599	               Pag: 43

* MARKET

- MONDAY MARKET		                Pag: 37

* MATTRESSES

- TEMPUR SEALY
Tel: 33-3146-2577		                Pag: 21

* MEDICAL SERVICES

- ALTA RETINA - Dr. Rigoberto Rios León
Tel: 376 688-1122,  376 109-1231               Pag: 18
- BESTLAB
Tel: 376 688-1174, 331-042-1411	               Pag: 20
- DERMIKA
Tel: 376 766-2500		                Pag: 09
- DR. BEN - CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON
Cell: 333-105-0402		                Pag: 15
- DR. GABRIEL HERNANDEZ NUÑO-Plastic Surgery
Tel: 376-766-5513, Cell: 33-3813-3081        Pag: 35 
- DR. MARTIN ISLAS TORRES
Tel: 376 688-1244		                Pag: 33 
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- DRA. CLAUDIA  LILIA CAMACHO CHOZA-
Ophthalmologist
Tel: 33-3403-3857		                Pag: 09
- HOSPITAL SAN ANTONIO
Tel: 376-689-0911		                Pag: 11
- LAKESIDE MEDICAL GROUP
Tel: 376 766-0395		                Pag: 19
- MEDICAL LAB AT HOSP. SAN ANTONIO
Tel: 376-688-2665, 376 689-0911	               Pag: 21
- MHO2 - Oxigen Therapy
Tel: 33-1943-1360		                Pag: 31
- RIBERA MEDICAL CENTER
Tel: 376 765-8200		                Pag: 23
- PLASTICA LIFT
Tel: 376 688-1820, 33-3219-1227	               Pag: 16
- PSYCHOLOGIST - Nicky Brouwers 
Tel: 33-1139-5657		                Pag: 41
- SCLEROTHERAPY - Dra. Patricia Jimenez 
Cell: 333-808-2833, 376 765-4805	              Pag: 32
- SALUSHAÜS
Tel: 33-1830-1788		                Pag: 39
- UNITED AMBULANCE SERVICES
Tel: 376 688-3315		                Pag: 19

* MOVERS

- BEST MEXICO MOVERS
US/CANADA: (915) 235-1951

US Cell: (520) 940-0481 	               Pag: 10
- LAKE CHAPALA MOVING
Tel: 376 766-5008		                Pag: 06

         * NOTARY SERVICES

- RAINBOW NOTARY & NUPTIALS
Tel: 904-333-7311		                 Pag: 14

     * OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

- MAQUINARIA Y HERRAMIENTAS 
PROFESIONALES
Tel: 387-763-1232, Cell: 33-1892-2142        Pag: 36

* PAINT

- QUIROZ IMPERMEABILIZANTES - Water Proofing
Tel: 376 766-2311, 376 766-5959	                Pag: 36
     

* PHARMACIES

- FARMACIA MASCARAS
Tel: 376 766-3539		                Pag: 41
- VICTORIA PHARMACY
Tel: 33-3820-3509		                Pag: 39 

* PHYSICAL THERAPY

- ULLOA 
Tel: 376 108-1532		                Pag: 15

            * REAL  ESTATE

- AJIJIC HOME INSPECTIONS
Tel: 33-3904-9573		                Pag: 51
- AJIJIC REAL ESTATE
Tel: 376 766-2077		                Pag: 17
- ARELLANO DEVELOPMENTS
Tel: 33-1905-6686		                Pag: 28

- BAUERHOUSE PROPERTIES
Tel: 376 688-1980		                Pag: 25
- BETTINA BERING
Cell. 33-1210-7723		                Pag: 27
- COLDWELL BANKER CHAPALA REALTY
Tel: 376 765-3676, 376 766-1152	               Pag: 56
- EAGER REALTY
Tel: 333-137-8447		                Pag: 12
- HAL FORSYTH
Tel: 33-1407-1917		                Pag: 05
- JEAN COFFELL
Tel: 331 353 9406		                Pag: 42
- JUDIT RAJHATHY
Cell: 331-395-9849		                Pag: 11
- LAKE CHAPALA REAL ESTATE
Tel: 376 766-4530/4540	               Pag: 02
- MAGY CARMONA
Tel: 33-3190-1271, 376 688-1725	               Pag: 39
- RAUL GONZALEZ
Cell: 33-1437-0925		          Pag: 03, 35

* RENTALS/PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

- COLDWELLBANKER CHAPALA REALTY
Tel: 376 766-1152		                Pag: 40
- FOR RENT
Cell: 333-667-6554		                 Pag: 43

* RESTAURANTS / CAFES / BAR

- 4TO SENTIDO
Tel: 33-4669-3622		                Pag: 40
- AJIJIC TANGO
Tel: 376 766-2458, Cell: 331-162-1299        Pag: 54
- CASA LINDA
Tel: 376 108-0887		                Pag: 31
- COLIBRI GARDEN
Tel: 333-156-9382, 376 765-4412	               Pag: 24
- GO BISTRO
Cell: 33-3502-6555		                Pag: 07
- HUERTO CAFE
Tel: 376 108-0843		                Pag: 38
- LA BODEGA
Cell: 33-1443-2143		                Pag: 43
- LA CASA DI ROMEO & JULIETA
Tel: 33-1255-3226, 376 766-3890	               Pag: 33
- LA ESTACION
Tel. 33-2623-9841		                Pag: 39
- LA NUEVA POSADA
Tel: 376 766-1344		                Pag: 38
- LA PACEÑA
Tel: 33-3800-6233		                Pag: 37
- MOM’S DELI & RESTAURANT
Tel: 376 765-5719		                Pag: 03
- PANINO			                 Pag: 39
- PRANZO			                Pag: 41
- SOL Y LUNA
Tel: 376 109-1595		                Pag: 42
- TEPETATE THAI
Tel: 376 766-2020		                Pag: 14
- VERONNA’S COFFE		               Pag: 33
- YVES
Tel: 376 766-3565		                Pag: 34

* RETIREMENT/REST/NURSING HOMES 

- CASA DRAGONFLY
Tel: 333-100-8920		                Pag: 15

- CASA NOSTRA-Nursing Home
Tel: 376 765-3824, 376 765-4187	               Pag: 03
- EL CHANTE ASSISTED LIVING
Tel: (387) 763-2555, Cell: 333-143-1373     Pag: 37
- MI CASITA
Tel: 33-1115-9615		                Pag: 35
- NURSING HOME LAKE CHAPALA S.C.
Tel: 33-3470-3470, 376 766-0404	               Pag: 14

* SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

- LOS NIÑOS DE CHAPALA Y AJIJIC 
Tel: 376 765-7032		                Pag: 46

* SOLAR PANELS

- TECNO AQUA
Tel: 376 766-3731, 331-410-9341                Pag: 22

 * SPA / MASSAGE

- SPA GRAND
Tel: 387 761-0303, 387 761-0202	              Pag: 07
- TOTAL BODY CARE
Tel: 376 766-3379		               Pag: 43

* STAINED GLASS

- AIMAR
Cell: 33-1741-3515		               Pag: 38

  * TOURS/ TRAVEL AGENCY

- VIAJES CHAPALA
Tel: 376 688 4808, Cell: 331 794 7261        Pag: 40

* TREE SERVICE

- CHAPALA TREE SERVICE 
Tel: 376 762-0602, Cell: 33-1411-0242        Pag: 51

* WATER

- TECNO AQUA
Tel: 376 766-3731, 331-410-9341                Pag: 22

* WATERPROOFING

- QUIROZ IMPERMEABILIZANTES - Water Proofing
Tel: 376 766-2311, 376 766-5959	                Pag: 36
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The Ojo Crossword

CARS 
WANTED: U.S. plated car to be 

driven to Florida. I am moving to Flori-
da and need a reliable car. Please get 
in touch with me and let me know what 
you have. Marianne: 331 461 0928 ma-
modt@hotmail.com 

FOR SALE: Selling 2011 model 
4-cylinder car The car is a Suzuki SX4 
luxury car with a 6 speed, automatic 
transmission, cold ac and all the ac-
cessories, cruise control, power win-
dows etc. is a 4 door hatchback model, 
sold new in Guadalajara, currently has 
Jalisco plates, but can be licensed in 
any Mexican state as it is fully a Mexi-
can car and in excellent mechanical 
condition, ready for the road. Also is a 
very comfortable car in town or on the 
highway. I recently made it ready for a 
trip to the states, all new suspension 
and new brakes etc. on all 4 wheels. 
Now decided it is probably better i go 
by bus as it may be a one way trip for 
medical reasons. For pictures and price 
info please send me a pm with your e 
mail address.

WANTED: Looking to buy or trade 
for a van, preferably a full size Dodge 
with doors both sides, wheel chair 
equipped would be a plus. Prefer an 
older model due to my budget con-
straints. I do have a 4-cylinder car in 
great condition with automatic trans-
mission and all the accessories I would 
trade for the van but the car is not for 
sale at this time only for trade. If you 
have a van to sell or trade please send 
a p m or an e mail to loveofgod024@
yahoo.com 

FOR SALE: 2009 Red Peugeot 
307 hard top convertible - 121,000 Ki-
lometers. Selling it for a friend. Asking 

140,000 pesos or best offer. If you’ll 
like to see it, it’s located in Ajijic. Please 
message me/ WhatsApp me at +52 
3221499217

FOR SALE: 2005 Toyota Matrix XR 
5 Door Hatchback Automatic. Great fuel 
economy from the reliable 4 cylinder 
16v VVTi engine, Ice Cold Air Condi-
tioning, Power windows, Alloy wheels, 
Privacy Tinted Glass, Matrix decals, 
Radio and CD player, Rubber over 
mats, Best load space in class with full 
rear to front folding seats with plastic 
slide panels on the seats. Located in 
Chapala. Great little car. May consider 
a partial trade of another vehicle if you 
are looking to move to this one. Please 
call me or message me for any further 
information or to see the car. Whatsapp 
33 29 31 3863.

FOR SALE: 2021 Kia Seltos GT 
Line, Low KMS Kia Seltos GT Line GDi 
1.4 Turbo Automatic. 7 year Factory 
Warranty, Clean Title and accident free 
car, Air Conditioning Digital Climate 
Control, Cruise Control, Superb Fuel 
Economy, Leather Sports Seats with 
Electric Adjust, Air Conditioned cooling 
Seats, Multi Functional Leather Sports 
Steering Wheel, Premium Sound pack-
age, Head Up Digital Display, Rear 
Parking Camera, Alloy Wheels, Electric 
Windows, Electric Mirrors with Remote 
Adjustment, Factory Over Mats, Voice 
Command, Power Assisted Steering, 
On Board Computer, Digital Radio, 
Bluetooth Hands Free Phone System 
and Audio Streaming, ALL Wheel Trac-
tion Control, Drivers and Passengers 
Air Bags, Keyless Entry System, Side 
Airbags, Remote Central Locking, Key-
less Start, USB Drive, Isofix Child Seat 
Mounts, Phone Charge, Alarm, Immo-

bilizer, Located in Chapala, Serious 
enquiries only. Well Equipped good 
all round car with great fuel economy. 
Lawyer will oversee and handle the 
paperwork for the sale for buyer pro-
tection. This is a Genuine unmolested 
car. Please message or contact me on 
whatsapp 33 29 31 3863 for any more 
information or photos etc.

FOR SALE: 2001 BMW 323i SE 
Automatic with low KMS. Only 68k 
kms, very clean car with leather inte-
rior and automatic transmission. Great 
value at only $99990 pesos. best to get 
me on the WhatsApp 33 29 31 3863 

FOR SALE: 2000 Dodge Stratus. 
Engine and transmission have been 
refreshed and rebuilt, car drives per-
fect. Auto transmission. Jalisco plates. 
Clean car and comfortable seats. Only 
$75k pesos. Great run around at that 
price. Set to get me on WhatsApp on 
33 29 31 3863.

FOR SALE: 2002 Cadillac Deville 
V8 Northstar 32v. Limousine. Vehicle 
is US plated and will need to return to 
US or Canada so it’s ideal for anyone 
heading back. 110k Miles. Total luxury 
driving for only $75k pesos. Best to 
WhatsApp me on 33 29 31 3863 for 
more photos. 

COMPUTERS & SOFTWARE 
FOR SALE: iMac desktop comput-

er in good condition, 21.5 inch display, 
processor 2.3 GHz dual core intel core 
i5 turbo, Memory 2.3 GHz 8 GB, $7800 
or best offer. Please call o send a What 
app message to Jesus 333 409 6546.

WANTED: I’d like to buy a new 
or used laser printer (that uses toner, 
not ink cartridges). My desk space is 
somewhat small, so it can’t be a large 
sized one. Please email me directly at 
dab1219@gmail.com.

PETS & SUPPLIES
FOR SALE: Flexi Extendable Dog 

Leash. 5 meters for large dogs. $250. 
331 785 7185

GENERAL MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE: NIKON Digital SLR 

Complete Kit, Very Good Condition. 
Nikon D80 autofocus digital SLR, with 
Nikon AF-S 18-55mm DX lens, 32GB 
storage chip, 4 rechargeable batteries, 
2 position battery charger, UV, HD and 
CPL filters $150 USD or $3000 MXN. 
Nikon AF-S 18-200mm DX lens with 
UV and CPL filters $150 USD or $3000 
MXN. Nikon AF 70-210 mm lens with 
UV filter $75USD or $1500 MXN. ALL 
OF THE ABOVE $325 USD or $6500 
MXN. Located in San Antonio. Contact 
Jeff phone or Whatsapp +1 312 804 
9401 or +52 332 637 9332

FOR SALE: Furniture. 786 286 
4414 Yvonne

FOR SALE: Unique and original 
items for decorating a Mexican hacien-
da style home you won’t find anywhere. 
Church bell. Original antique. 145 kilos, 
60 cm diameter. Comes with a sup-

port beam and decorative wrought iron 
arch. Giving it away for $19,500. Two 
tables or desks ( with drawers) made 
from old hacienda doors and wooden 
yokes. 64 x 235 cms and 65 x 209 cms. 
$4,500 each. Pair of pink cantera sculp-
tures of horses. Can be used as deco-
ration to the entrance of your home or 
as a desk or credenza with a glass top 
(not included) 10 x 56 cms. 75 cms 
tall. $4,000 pair. Pair of unique heavy 
steel wheels from an old machinery. 
90 cm diameter. Can be used to make 
a bench, windows, decoration, railing, 
etc. Very original. Lots of possibilities. 
Stage coach wheel. 130 cms. Antique 
staircase railing from an old house de-
molition. 2 sections of 2 meters each 
aprox. Will look spectacular when re-
stored.Powerful portable 2500 W elec-
tric generator. 120V / 240v. Only used 
a couple of times. $4,500. Very quiet 
1 HP Sprayit air compressor. Ideal for 
Spas or dentist office. Practically new. 
$4,500 Please send me a Whatsapp 
message +52 3319748248 or email to: 
gfauchey@yahoo.com for photos.

FOR SALE: 2023 KTM 390 ADV. 
9500 Km, spot lights, rear rack, lug-
gage, tank bag, USB charger, battery 
tender, rear wheel tubeless conversion, 
lowered suspension, foldable ADV mir-
rors, aftermarket levers, and sliders. 
Registration current and Jalisco plates. 
100,000 MXN. Send PM.

FOR SALE: BRAND NEW Dansko 
women’s black shoes / clogs. Size 36 
EU / 5.5-6 US / 22-22.5 MX. Easy slip-
on/off. Dansko is known worldwide as 
the PERFECT walking & standing shoe 
and popular with professionals who 
are on their feet all day. Treat your feet 
to all-day comfort, style, and stability. 
Check out the price on Amazon MX 
(over $4,900 pesos); these NEW ones 
are a deal for $1,200 pesos. Pick up in 
Riberas Del Pilar, just off the main road. 
Email, call, text or WhatsApp (+52) 
332-921-6096. 

FOR SALE: Grand piano - Ameri-
can made KNABE 5 foot (cm) baby 
grand in excellent condition. Beautiful 
polished light brown wood finish. Tuned 
twice a year. Lovely tone. Piano holds 
its tuning very well. Moving to a rental 
which comes with a baby grand pia-
no so decided to sell my Knabe baby 
grand. Asking 125,000 pesos. Tel: 331 
244 1380.

FOR SALE: Auto roof top luggage 
carrier Menobo 52 inch black hard shell 
luggage carrier with lock. Holds up to 
120 lbs of luggage, universal cross 
bars included if needed. Excellent con-
dition. $2500 pesos. 52-333/677-4455 
or eloyg@unm.edu 

WANTED: Used power treadmill. 
If you have one and are using it for a 
clothes rack, you may want to sell it. 
Send PM.

FOR SALE: Vizio sound bar and 
sub woofer. Used but in excellent con-
dition. New system costs over $3600. 
Asking $1500
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FOR SALE: 14 foot inflatable kay-
ak with carry bag and accessories. 
$15,000 pesos or best offer. More in-
formation at boatstogo.com. Comes 
with everything shown, plus portable 
air pump. Never been used. Please 
contact me directly for questions.

FOR SALE: 4 bar stools. Metal 
frame. 36 inches high. 25 inches from 
floor to seat. 600 pesos EACH. Buy 2 
or 4. Pick up in San Antonio. 376-766-
4032

FOR SALE: Premium quality Sealy 
Emerald Mattress. New, still in its plas-
tic covering. Original price $31,179. 
King size, price $22,000. Purchased at 
Dormimundo. Mattress only, no base. 
Please call. 331-805-4654 Sandi Lind-
say.

WANTED: Rice Steamer. Make 
my dog’s food. I could use another 
rice steamer hopefully before this one 
wears out. Phone 331 319 1012. 

FOR SALE: Electric Power Wash-
er, TRUPPER HIA-2000, used 5 times, 
3 months old, new at 2,795 pesos, 
PRICE 1,795 pesos, Call 376 766 
4094.

FOR SALE: Royal Berkey for Sale-
great for 2 people or more. Sells for 
over 12,000 pesos on Amazon.mx ask-

ing 8,000 pesos. Comes with 2 char-
coal filters. Send PM.

FOR SALE: Queen size bed. Like 
new (used probably less than 1 year). 
Includes fabric covered headboard and 
frame; queen mattress, mattress top-
per and mattress cover. Also includes 
queen comforter and duvet (from Pot-
tery Barn); 2 standard pillows; 1 set 
of queen sheets and 2 pillow cases; 2 
standard sham covers. You must pick 
up. 15,000 pesos or $750 USD Contact 
through Whatsapp at 331-151-1869.

FOR SALE: Computer battery 
backup for your home or business. Pro-
tect mission-critical electronics, such as 
routers, PCs, switches, or other electri-
cal components during power outages 
or spikes. This mini-tower UPS pro-
vides battery backup, power protection, 
and surge protection. Near-new condi-
tion, in original box with user manual! 
Model: Cyberpower PR1500LCD. New 
- $13,785 pesos on Amazon MX & USD 
$685 on their site; selling for $6,000 pe-
sos ($300 USD). Two units available. 
Pick up in Riberas Del Pilar. Email, call, 
text or WhatsApp (+52) 332 921 6096. 

FOR SALE: 2001 Ezgo Golf Cart. 
$65,000 Negotiable. Recently re-
placed: Trojan batteries, Battery wires, 

Shocks, Bushings, Controller, Tires 
and Windshield. Has: Ball washer and 
sand holder. Call Bob: 332 254 6138, 
or Frankie: 331 326 3794.

FREE: If you dont sell your stuff, 
we are accepting donations. Our 
church works in the area with those in 
the Centers with addictions. We have 
Hope House which is a half way house 
where men come after they leave the 

Treatment Centers. They stay for about 
3 months, living with rules, responsi-
bilities, on site supervision, advice, les-
sons daily and must have jobs. We can 
use things to furnish 2 bedrooms and a 
kitchen. If you have anything you dont 
use we will put it to very good use. Bar-
bara 331 468 9748.
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